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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday 25th November 2025
Workington Town Council offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street
6:30pm


Meeting started at 18:30

Attendees: Twinning Association - Barbara Cannon, Mike Renouf (arrived 18:35), Joan Wright, John Mills, David Jones, Bernadette Jones, Sue Martin, David Farrar, Allan Hodgson and Colin Greenbank, Workington Town Council - Paul Young

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Denise Rollo, Vic Wilson, Dan Wilson, Anna Whitty, David Jones and Ellie Wood.

2. REPORT FROM CHAIRS
The chairs read reports on the Twinning Association’s 2025 activities.

Members were reminded that anyone wishing to attend the event to celebrate 10 years of Twinning between Selm and Iwkowa need to confirm with Barbara Cannon as soon as possible.

A welcome letter has been sent to the new Burgermeister of Selm from the Mayor of Workington.

For the 30th anniversary of twinning with Val de Reuil in 2027 it was suggested that two events could be used to celebrate the occasion:
· a trip to Val de Reuil to coincide with Bastille Day
· an event in Workington to tie in with either the Mayor Making or the Oddsocks performance

Following on from the incidents at the recent Cumberland Council Executive meeting, it was affirmed that the twinning association should do more to promote inclusiveness and multi-culturalism in the town and be more involved in promoting these at WTC events.

A report on Twinning Association presence at WTC events will be taken to the next WTC Culture & Social Investment meeting. This will also include a request for the Twinning chairs to be invited to Culture & Social Investment meetings going forward.

A report on a framework proposal for the role of WTC councillors on the Twinning Association executive will be taken to the next WTC Finance & General Purposes meeting.

3. FINANCIAL UPDATE
There were no changes in the Association finances from the previous executive meeting.
Balance of £9,312.29 (Cumberland account £101.74, NatWest account £9,210.55)
No income received but £471.90 still to be invoiced
No expenditure but commitment of £1,200.00 to Carnegie Singers
Current available balance is now £8,584.19




A question was raised about the outstanding invoices. These are to be issued as soon as possible, along with the WTC funding invoice.

There was no further update on the banking arrangements for additional signatories and the online banking.

4. EVENTS 2026
For the 2026 Festival of Running event, it was suggested that Cumbria Athletics could liaise with the Twinning Association to accommodate more runners from the twinned towns following on from their success in 2025.

Another suggestion was for Cumbria Athletics to organise parks runs in the town involving runners from the twinned towns.

For 2026, rather than attending the Workington Christmas event, representatives of the Twinning Association could make trips to Selm and/or Val de Reuil to attend their Christmas festivals.

It was noted that there needs to be a drive in 2026 to recruit new members for the association to help with twinning activities and to host guests and families from the twinned towns when they visit.

5. FUTURE ASSOCIATION MEETING DATES
It was agreed that future Twinning Association Meetings should take place two weeks before the dates of WTC Culture & Social Investment meetings. This would allow Twinning Association matters to be conveyed to WTC in time for inclusion on the committee agendas.

The 2026 Twinning Association meeting calendar is now amended to:

· Monday 26th January 2026
· Monday 30th March 2026

Additional dates to be decided once the WTC 2026 meetings calendar is announced.

It was agreed to continue holding meetings at the Town Hall at 6:30pm. This would be reconsidered should public attendances increase.


Meeting ended 19:20
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