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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 18th November 2024 at 6.30pm at the Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington.

	Cllr Mike Rollo (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr David Farrar (Vice Chair) 
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Tricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	
	


In attendance: Cllr John Mills and Chief Officer/RFO. 
FG24.53

Absences: None
FG24.54

Declarations of Interest: None
FG24.55

Exclusion of Press and Public: None
FG24.56
Public Participation: None
FG24.57

Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the 30th September 2024 meeting and affirm them a true record. 
FG24.58
Public Questions: None
FG24.59
Questions and Statements from Members:  None
FG24.60
Motions on Notice: None 

FG24.61
Budget 2024-2025
a) Committee noted the budgeting monitoring reports YTD. 
b) Resolved: Committee approved the statement of accounts and bank reconciliation for September 2024. 
c) Resolved: Committee noted that training for the Estates team at a cost of £1750 had been approved under SO27 from the training budget line. 
d) Resolved: Committee approved renewal of the Council’s fleet insurance with Zurich for £1442.85 from the insurance budget line. 
FG24.62
Audit report

Resolved:  Committee noted the interim half year report from the internal auditor for the period 1st April 2024 – 30th September 2024.  

FG24.63 
Council Assets

Resolved: Committee resolved to allow Officers to fully investigate options for council assets which require attention and give permission for Officers to spend up to £10,000 to cover costs for legal fees, architect costs etc from the contingency and legal fees budget lines. 
Resolved: Committee approved an additional cost of £2,560 per year to hire an additional room at the Town Hall from the contingency budget line. 

FG24.64 
Civic Regalia

Resolved: To re-visit purchasing a cartouche for the Deputy Mayor’s consort, once the chains and mace have been sent to the specialist for valuation and repair, which is taking place in March 2025. 
FG24.65
Risk Register

Committee discussed adding in the following:
Freedom of Information Act – add in that FOI requests are to be reported at the next possible Finance and General Purposes committee meeting. 

Confirm the guidance on fees for FOI requests and amend accordingly. 

Add in additional asset control of risk to state that proper procedures are in place for the acquisition and disposal of Council assets (such as buildings). 

Resolved: Take the risk register to Full Council for approval, once the above changes have been made. 

FG24.66
Asset Register

Committee noted the update for information. 

Resolved: To show on the asset register what assets are ordinary and which are held in trust. 
FG24.67
Policies

Resolved: To take the internal controls policy to Full Council for adoption.  
FG24.68
Agreements
Resolved: Committee noted the signed license between Cumberland Council and WTC for land at Moorclose Park for the installation of a play area. 
Resolved:  Committee noted the signed agreement between Network Rail and WTC for access to the railway line over land at Harrington Marina play area.  

FG24.69
Budget 2025-2026
Resolved: Remove budget line for robes and add this cost into the trusteeship line.
Resolved: Move the budget line for Citizen’s advice from F & GP to Culture. 
Resolved: Remove budget line for Mayoral benches in F & GP and the cost for these will be covered by Environment’s Street Scene budget. 

Environment Budget 25-26
Resolved: Committee noted that a request for £100K one off non-recurring item was now £106,000 with £86,500 funding secured for the project. 
Committee noted a request for £35K one off non-recurring item for play area maintenance. 
Resolved: Increase Street Displays budget line to £26,000 now the tender process has been completed. 
Resolved: Change allotment management to ‘Allotments’
FG24.70
Staffing 
Resolved: Committee noted that pay uplifts 24-25 for staff have been agreed as part of the national pay award and falls within the current budget allocation.

The meeting ended at 7.40pm. 
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