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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 3rd December 2025 at 6pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Absent
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present 
	Cllr Billy Miskelly 
	Present 

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present 
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Present 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Absent*  

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Absent*
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Absent*

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Absent*

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Present

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present 
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Absent* 

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Absent*
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present  

	Cllr Susan Martin
	Present 
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent*
	
	


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO and one member of the public.
25.49

 Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllrs Hilary Harrington, Paul Larkin, Sean Melton, Neil Schofield, Kate Schofield, Stephen Stoddart and Lynda Williams.

Cllr Miskelly advised that Cllr Larkin had asked him to submit his formal apologies for acceptance for caring responsibilities for his seriously ill wife. Cllr Larkin requested that the Council vote on if the reason for apologies is accepted or not. 
The Mayor responded with a statement advising;

This matter has been raised on more than one occasion, and the Council has already addressed it at previous meetings, including:

30 July 2025 – Minute 25.16, where it was explained that Standing Orders require the minutes to show which councillors were present and which were absent, and that ‘apologies’ are only relevant when a councillor approaches the six-month attendance requirement; and

15 October 2025 – Minute 25.36, where it was reaffirmed that the correct and prescribed method is to list those present and those absent, with notified absences noted in the absences agenda item.

Our Standing Orders require us to record attendance factually. Councillors who are present are marked ‘Present’. Councillors who are not present are marked ‘Absent’. Where a councillor has notified the Council in advance that they cannot attend, that notification is noted, but this does not change the fact that they were absent. This reflects established local government practice and ensures an accurate public record.

It is important to be clear that the receiving or noting of absences is an administrative process only.

It does not mean the Council has ‘approved’ a councillor’s non-attendance.

It does not alter their status as absent.

And it does not affect the legal six-month rule.

For absolute clarity, Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972 states that a councillor ceases to hold office if they fail to attend any qualifying meetings for six consecutive months, unless the Council has formally resolved to approve their reason for non-attendance before that period expires.

The six-month rule is only reset by actual attendance at a qualifying meeting.

Notifying an absence does not reset the clock.

Receiving or noting apologies does not reset the clock.

Recording a councillor as absent does not reset the clock.

If a councillor requires the Council to approve a reason for non-attendance under Section 85, this must be brought to the Council as a Motion on Notice before the expiry of the six-month period.

Accordingly, for future meetings, the minutes will continue to record attendance exactly as required by Standing Orders, and this ruling should be taken as the definitive clarification of the Council’s position.

Cllr Miskelly asked for the information in writing, which the Mayor advised would be circulated the day after the meeting to all Councillors. 

25.50

Declarations of Interest: None  
25.51
 
Exclusion of Press and Public: Council resolved to exclude press and public from part two of the agenda.
25.52

Public Representation: None 

25.53

Minutes from previous meeting

It was requested that, as per standing orders, minutes should record when a Cllr, who has a pecuniary interest, did not leave the meeting during a discussion and/or vote on that interest. Chief Officer to amend the minutes to note that Cllr Miskelly did not leave the room during a discussion with regards to allotments (minute number 25.36 Full Council minutes from 15th October 2025). 

Resolved: Following the above changes being made, Council approved the minutes from the meeting on 15th October 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

Cllr Miskelly requested that the previous questions asked at the meeting of Full Council, with regards to IBCs at Siddick allotments, are brought to the next Full Council meeting as the legal advice has now been received. 

The Mayor advised that the questions would be reviewed and brought to the next meeting. 

25.54

Public Questions: None 
25.55

Questions and Statements from members:

Questions submitted prior to the meeting by Cllr Miskelly:

1, has the aforementioned i pads or equivalent been purchased. 

2, If they have not been purchased,  are they still to be purchased.

3, If they are not now to be purchased why are they not to be purchased.

4, If they are not to be purchased who made the decision not to purchase them.

5, If they are not to be purchased on what authority did the person or persons who decided not to purchase them use to overturn a decision determined by the Workington Town Council. 

The Mayor responded as follows:
1. No

2. Yes

3. Irrelevant

4. Irrelevant

5. Irrelevant

25.56

Motions on Notice: None  
25.57

Reports from Outside Bodies: None
Cumbria Police submitted apologies for the meeting.

25.58

Mayoral Engagements
Council noted the report for information. 

25.59

Budget 2025-2026

Council noted the budget summary, reserves and income reports YTD. 

25.60

Internal Audit Report
Resolved: Council noted the interim half year report from the internal auditor 2025-2026. 

25.61

Committee Minutes
a) Council noted the minutes from the Culture & Social Investment committee meeting held on Tuesday 11th November 2025.

b) Council noted the minutes from the Environment committee meeting held on Thursday 13th November 2025.

c) Council noted the minutes from the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 24th November 2025. 

25.62

Committee recommendations

a) Council IT
Council considered the report outlining additional costs required for the Council’s IT services:

The Mayor moved to a vote: 16 FOR, 1 against. Therefore, the additional costs were approved.  

Resolved: Council approved costs of £2,543 total additional one offs and £3,310.20 additional total contract cost for 36 months from the Council’s IT budget line for IT Services. 

25.63

Budget 2026-2027
The Mayor advised that the draft budget was a consultation document for Councillors to review and the budget and precept would be agreed by Council in January 2026.

If Councillors have any questions or concerns, they should contact the relevant committee Chair to discuss. 

The member of public left the room. 

PART TWO - CONFIDENTIAL  
Items discussed in part two are confidential and should not be discussed or shared with anyone outside of Workington Town Council. 
25.64 

Street Displays

Resolved: Council approved to appoint tenderer A (Arborscape). Cost of year one contract is £27,530 26-27 with estimated costs for the next 5-7 years outlined in the report, based on worst case scenario of 5% inflation.  

25.65 

Park End Shelter
Resolved: Council approved to appoint tenderer A (L & K Curwen) with a contract cost of £36,779.72, plus an additional £8,720.28 for contingency, equipment, signage, launch and community engagement project costs from the Environment committee’s estate development budget line 2025-2026.  

Meeting ended at 6.32pm. 
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