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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 5th March 2025 at 6pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Present
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present
	Cllr Billy Miskelly
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Absent*
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Present 

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Absent*
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Absent* 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present 

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Present

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Present

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Present 

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present 

	Cllr Susan Martin
	Absent*
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent*
	
	


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO and 5 members of the public.
The Mayor’s Chaplain, Rev’d Sharon Murphy, said a prayer at the start of the meeting, before departing. 

24.128

 Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllrs Beth Dixon, Sue Fryer, Mark Fryer, Susan Martin and Sean Melton.     
24.129

Declarations of Interest: None  
24.130 
Exclusion of Press and Public: None.
24.131

Public Participation: None 
24.132

Minutes from previous meeting

Resolved: Council approved the minutes from the 29th January 2025 meeting and affirmed them a true record. 

24.133

Public Questions: None 
24.134

Questions and Statements from members: Cllr Miskelly addressed the Council and spoke of the honour at being elected as a Councillor for the Harrington ward and looks forward to being able to attend committee meetings and be part of the voting process. 
Council noted the statement. 

24.135

Motions on Notice: None 
24.136

Reports from Outside Bodies

Cllr Heaslip gave a brief update on the Town Deal Board meeting he had attended that day.
There are five elements to the overall deal:

Digital accelerator (Lakes College) – now complete

The Workington Digital Accelerator is an investment in a high-quality skills cluster within existing facilities to provide Workington with an axis for the delivery of high level, specific digital skills. 

Cllr John Mills arrived at 6.10pm. 

Innovation Centre – currently progressing after a slight delay due to contaminated land. Expected completion in March 2026. 
The Workington Innovation Centre is a proposed flexible town centre office space solution for start-up and growing businesses in West Cumbria, as well as high quality co-working space for local knowledge workers. 

Public Realm & Connectivity – expected completion in March 2026.
Improving the gateway to Workington's town centre. The proposed enhancements include: 

· increasing the number of green spaces in public areas 

· reducing the emphasis on vehicles 

· enhancing wayfinding 

· improving infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians. 

The Chair of Environment, Chair of F & GP and Chief Officer have a meeting with Cumberland Council’s projects team on 20th March with regards to this project. 

Port of Workington – Expected completion April 2025.
The Port of Workington is a key asset for the town and has the potential for expansion and growth. The Towns Fund offers the opportunity to enhance the role that the port plays in the local economy by bringing forward new development land there, and on the Oldside site, to its north. 

Sports Village – has been delayed while plans are finalised and further discussions were required with the relevant sports organisations. Expected completion date April 2026. 

The Workington Sports Village project aims to build on existing and proposed sports and leisure facilities close to Workington Town Centre to create a multi-purpose sports village that will provide high quality inclusive and accessible sporting facilities for both community and professional clubs that will be sustainable in the long term. 

24.137 
Mayoral Engagements
The Mayor advised that he had not been able to attend the Pie-Off competition at Newlands Lane care home. 

Council noted the report for information. 

24.138

Budget 2024-2025

a) Council noted the budget summary, reserves and income report YTD.   
b) Resolved: Council approved a virement of £5,000 from the Estate Development budget line to the Park Maintenance budget line (24-25). 
24.139

Council Insurance
Resolved: Council approved the payment of £4,663.90 to Zurich for the Council’s insurance renewal 25-26. 

24.140

Committee Minutes

Council noted the minutes from the Sustainable Development committee meeting held on 3rd February 2025.

Council noted the minutes from the Culture and Community committee meeting held on 4th February 2025.

Council noted the minutes from the Environment committee meeting held on 13th February 2025.

Council noted the minutes from the F & GP meeting held on 24th February 2025.

24.141 
Policies
Resolved: Council approved and adopted the new amended Mayoral Protocol policy.
Resolved: Council approved and adopted the Member Travel policy. 

Meeting ended at 6.16pm. 
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