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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Tuesday 22nd April 2025 at 6.30pm at Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington.

	Cllr Mike Rollo (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr David Farrar (Vice Chair) 
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Absent
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Tricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Absent

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO. 
FG24.107 

Absences: None notified prior to the meeting
FG24.108 

Declarations of Interest: None

FG24.109 

Press and Public Participation

a) Exclusion of press and public: Press and public would be excluded from part two of the agenda. 
b) Public questions and statements: None

c) Public agenda item participation: None
FG24.110 
Questions / statements or motions from members: None 

FG24.111 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the 24th February 2025 meeting and affirm them a true record. 
FG24.112
Budget 2024-2025

a) Resolved: To approve the bank reconciliation and statement of accounts for February 2025. 
b) Committee noted the provisional year end accounts. 

c) Committee noted the 24-25 income report.

d) Resolved: To approve payment of the invoice from Cumberland Council for the Harrington ward election of £6,633.46 from the elections budget line. 

e) Resolved: To approve payment of the invoice from Rialtas for the Council’s finance software for £1,294 from the IT budget line.
It was discussed that a review of contractual/obligatory payments was required to allow Officers to make these payments without it first going to committee. A report that these payments have been made would be sufficient going forward.

Resolved: A list of regular/obligatory payments to be reviewed at the next committee meeting.   

FG24.113 Citizen’s Advice

Resolved: To award £5,000 funding to Citizen’s Advice which has been accrued from the Council’s 24-25 budget. 

FG24.114 Budget 2025-2026
Committee noted the budgeting monitoring and income summary reports YTD. 
FG24.115 Council Income Streams and Payment methods
Committee noted the report for information. 

FG24.116 Council Plan
Resolved: Committee approved the Council Plan 2025-2030 and agreed recommendation to Full Council at the Annual Meeting. 

FG24.117 Council Committee Structure

a) Resolved: Committee discussed and agreed to seek approval from Full Council at the Annual Meeting to dissolve the Sustainable Development Committee and create a Strategic Development advisory committee reporting into F & GP. 

b) Resolved: Committee approved the updated terms of reference and will recommend to Full Council at the Annual Meeting. 

FG24.118 Standing Orders
Committee discussed several updates required to the Standing Orders.
Committee discussed that reference to political proportionality, although not part of the standard template from CALC, was relevant to WTC to ensure fair political representation at committee meetings. 

Committee were asked to send any additional changes or tweaks required to the Chair or CO asap. 

Resolved: CO to make changes requested and take to Full Council for approval and adoption at the Annual Meeting. 

FG24.119 Financial Regulations
Resolved: Committee approved recommended changes and agreed to take to Full Council for approval and adoption at the Annual Meeting. 

FG24.120 Council Assets 

Resolved: Committee approved the asset register and agreed to take to Full Council for approval at the Annual Meeting. 

FG24.121 Council Offices
a) Committee noted the lease from Cumberland Council for the additional ground floor room at the town hall. 
Cllr Farrar left the room.

b) Resolved: Committee approved the hire of additional office space on the first floor of the town hall at a cost of £9,650 per year from the asset management budget line. 
Committee noted that staff being located in the town hall was a temporary measure until the asset review and any required actions were carried out. 

FG24.122 Freedom Parade
Committee noted the report for information.

Cllr Farrar returned to the room. 

PART TWO – CONFIDENTIAL 
Information discussed in part two is confidential and should not be discussed with anyone outside of Workington Town Council. 

FG24.123 Council Assets
a) Committee noted that reports have now been returned from the consultants with regards to Princess Street, Vulcan Park Café, Bowling Bower and the boundary wall at Brewery House play area.

Resolved: Chair and CO to review reports and bring a further report back to committee for consideration. 

b) Committee noted the civic regalia valuation report. Additional insurance has been secured to cover the new value of items and Officers are seeking costs for a safe at the town hall so items can be secured. 

FG24.124 HR Support

Resolved: Committee approved the HR support proposal and agreed to take to Full Council for approval. 

FG24.125 Staffing

Committee noted the report for information.

Meeting ended at 7.47pm
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