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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Full Council meeting of Workington Town Council held on Thursday 10th April 2025 at 6pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Absent
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present
	Cllr Billy Miskelly
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Present 

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Present 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present 

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Absent

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Absent

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent*

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Absent* 

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present 

	Cllr Susan Martin
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent
	
	


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO and 2 members of the public.
The Mayor started the meeting with a minute’s silence for former Mayor and Town Councillor, Richard Jones. 

The Mayor officially welcomed Cllr Miskelly to the council following his election in February.  

24.142
Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllrs David Tennyson and Lynda Williams.      
24.143

Declarations of Interest: None.  
24.144 
Exclusion of Press and Public: None.
24.145

Public Participation: None. 
24.146

Council’s decision-making process

Cllr Miskelly stated that the current committee structure was unfair and he has not been approached to become a member of any committee since his election in February. 
The Parish Council is a corporate body and decisions should be made by the whole council.

Decisions are being made by committees with as little as four Councillors in attendance.

Full Council meetings are very quick as all decisions have already been made. 

24.147

Motions on Notice

Cllr Miskelly requested a recorded vote. 

a) Motion from Cllr Larkin
In order that all members of the Workington Town Council are treated equally with transparency Workington Town Council will return to the old and democratic way of choosing a Mayor and Deputy.

In future the longest serving Workington Town Town Council elected member who has not held the office before will be asked if they wish to be the Deputy Mayor.

If the answer is no, the process will carry on until someone says yes.

When that is completed, that member will become the Deputy Mayor at the Mayor making ceremony.

The following year they will ascend to the Office of Mayor.

Cllr Poole asked how this would be fair as newer Councillors would not stand a chance of becoming Mayor or Deputy Mayor. 

Cllr Heaslip advised that the motion contradicts section 15 of the LGA which states that a Mayor and Deputy Mayor are nominated and elected at the Council’s Annual Meeting. 

Cllr Cannon stated that nominations are received at the Annual Meeting from anyone wishing to the Mayor or Deputy Mayor and voted on accordingly. 

Cllr Miskelly advised that he has served on the Council for a long time and remembers that the process in the motion has been used for the election of Mayor and Deputy and those who are not part of a political party don’t have a chance to become Mayor. 
The Council voted. 

	 
	 
	 
	FOR
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr
	Mary
	Bainbridge
	Not present

	Cllr
	Barbara
	Cannon
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Beth
	Dixon
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	David
	Farrar
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Sue
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Mark
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Hilary
	Harrington
	
	
	1

	Cllr
	Michael
	Heaslip
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Allan
	Hodgson
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Bernadette
	Jones
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Paul
	Larkin
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Susan
	Martin
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Sean
	Melton
	Not present

	Cllr
	John
	Mills
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Billy
	Miskelly
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Patricia
	Poole
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Denise
	Rollo
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Mike
	Rollo
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Neil
	Schofield
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Kate
	Schofield
	Not present

	Cllr
	Stephen
	Stoddart
	

	Cllr
	David
	Tennyson
	

	Cllr
	Lynda
	Williams
	

	Cllr
	Ellie
	Wood
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Joan
	Wright
	
	1
	

	TOTALS
	2
	16
	1


Therefore, the motion was not passed.

b) Motion from Cllr Miskelly 
All elected members of Workington Town Council will as laid out in legislation for Parish councils take part in the decision-making process of matters that the aforementioned Workington Town Council.

This will be facilitated by all matters being discussed debated and voted on by full Council not by committee as is done now.

All committees will cease to be used and will be made redundant.

If needed in certain circumstances when an issue or matter may need investigation or discussion a working group will be formed which will investigate in place of a committee.

1. The working group will not be a decision making group, it merely advises full Council and reports to the Full Council.

2. It will not be a permanent group. It will have a lifespan of no longer than four weeks. 

3. The membership of the group will be volunteer oriented.

4. The size of membership will be eight members and if over prescribed membership will be decided by lots.

5. The group will meet as required within the four week period.

6. The group will elect a Chair each time it meets, there will be no permanent chair.

The Town Clerks role is to advise the Mayor and the elected member as such the clerk will be seated by the chair at meetings. If required a note taker will provided.

Cllr Mark Fryer advised that all committee minutes are reviewed by Full Council and at all Full Council meetings there is an opportunity for all members, not just members of committees, to question decisions and ask for any amendments to be made. 
Cllr Mike Rollo stated that the motion did not take into consideration the size of the Council and how the Council’s plans progress in order to provide for the people of the town.

It would not be feasible to call committee meetings ad hoc without set dates or knowing who would be attending. 

Cllr Heaslip advised that the motion seeks to impose a rule on the Council, contrary to section 101 of the LGA which states that the Council can appoint committees to carry out the business of the Council with delegated responsibility. 

Council discussed that the calling of the extraordinary meeting has caused disruption to Council business and Officers and was not necessary. 

Cllr Harrington requested that standing order 2D(iv) with regards to political proportionality be removed. 

Cllr Miskelly requested a right to reply and stated that Cllr Mark Fryer did not want to allow his right to reply as he was scared of the response.

Right to reply was denied. 

The Mayor requested a recorded vote.  

	 
	 
	 
	FOR
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr
	Mary
	Bainbridge
	Not present

	Cllr
	Barbara
	Cannon
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Beth
	Dixon
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	David
	Farrar
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Sue
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Mark
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Hilary
	Harrington
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Michael
	Heaslip
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Allan
	Hodgson
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Bernadette
	Jones
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Paul
	Larkin
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Susan
	Martin
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Sean
	Melton
	Not present

	Cllr
	John
	Mills
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Billy
	Miskelly
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Patricia
	Poole
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Denise
	Rollo
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Mike
	Rollo
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Neil
	Schofield
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Kate
	Schofield
	Not present

	Cllr
	Stephen
	Stoddart
	

	Cllr
	David
	Tennyson
	

	Cllr
	Lynda
	Williams
	

	Cllr
	Ellie
	Wood
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Joan
	Wright
	
	1
	

	TOTALS
	2
	17
	


Therefore, the motion was not passed. 
Meeting ended at 6.31pm. 
1

