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Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting of Workington Town Council, held on Thursday 12th February 2026 at 6.30pm in Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS.

	Cllr Michael Heaslip (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Bernadette Jones (Vice Chair)
	Present

	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Absent
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Absent 
	Cllr Billy Miskelly
	Absent*

	Cllr Sue Martin
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent 
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present



Also in attendance: Chief Officer/RFO, Cllr Denise Rollo, Paul Shearsby and two Enforcement Officers from Cumberland Council.  

E25.66 Absences
Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllr Billy Miskelly.  

E25.67 Declarations of Interest: None.
E25.68 Exclusion of Press and Public: None.
E25.69 Public Representation: None.

E25.70 Minutes of the previous meeting
Resolved: Committee approved the minutes from 13th November 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

E25.71 Public Questions: None. 

E25.72 Enforcement: 
Committee were given an update from Paul and team with regards to their focus and priorities within Workington:
· Review of teams and their focus across all areas following LGR.
· Reporting system is new; My Cumberland and allows for intuitive data and reporting.
· Hot spots can be identified and drilled down to wards and streets.
· Operation Turd and ‘Don’t be a Tosser’ campaigns have increased reporting by 29% and educational awareness.  
· New team members roles are to be proactive and prevent issues before they become issues.
· Top issues: fly tipping, dog fouling and ASB.
· Addressing issues in back lanes in Workington. Locals may be unaware of their responsibilities for recycling; work is being done to educate; teams have been leafletting and door knocking. 
· The team need to be seen to educate first, before enforcement. 
· A request was made for a bin at the entrance to Hall Park opposite the entrance to Curwendale. Email enforcement.team@cumberland.gov.uk and they will investigate this. 
· McDonalds and KFC have been approached with regards to their rubbish and their responsibilities, and the team will continue to work with the companies. 
· Concerns around The Line which was cleaned up following a big operation involving several organisations but seems to have fallen into disrepair again. This is being addressed, but reports need to be placed on the website, so they know there is an issue. 
· Discussion around dog fouling in Vulcan Park. Estates team encouraged to report, so Enforcement has evidence of the issues and can therefore address.
· Discussion around Siddick and fly tipping, WTC have no power to enforce. PS advised they would assist. CO to send details of recent issues. 

The team were thanked for their time; Committee appreciated their attendance and being able to have an open discussion. The team left the meeting. 

E25.73 Questions and Statements from Members: None.
E25.74 Motions on Notice: None.

E25.75 Budget 2025-2026 
Committee noted the budget monitoring report for information.

E25.76 Budget 2026-2027
Committee noted the approved budget for 26-27. 

E25.77 Streetscene
Resolved: To approve a cost of £1,899 for a miner’s memorial bench to be commissioned from the Streetscene budget line. 

E25.78 Estate Development
Resolved: To approve a cost of up to £1,800 for the refurbishment of the cast iron lampposts to be used for decorative purposes in Vulcan Park from the Estate Development budget line. 

Committee noted an update on the Stoneleigh project. 

Committee were given an update on the investigation into an additional Miner’s Memorial, using a pulley wheel which is being donated by West Cumbria Mining from Haig Pit. Costs for CDM considerations are currently being obtained and a detailed report will be brought to a future meeting for committee consideration. 

E25.79 Workington Nature Partnership
a) Committee noted the report from WNP Officers. 

b) Committee noted the minutes from the WNP Steering Group meeting which took place in December. Budget has been approved in principle by Council for an increase in WTC’s contribution towards WNP, which may include an additional staff member, but further information and discussions are required between Officers and Councillors from WTC and Cumberland Council before a proposal can be put to committee for consideration. 

Allerdale Investment Partnership (AIP) have been contacted with regards to the silt issues at Harrington and have responded positively to the suggestion to re-wild the Ellerbeck and the proposal put forward by WNP and Rivers Trust who are keen to carry out the work. Further updates on this will be brought to committee when available.  

E25.80 Nature Recovery for Town and Parish Councils
Committee noted the report for information.
The Chair asked members to let the CO know if they wished to attend the event in Penrith on 24th March 2026.
 
E25.81 Funding
Committee considered a request for £1,000 from Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre for a ‘Festival of Nature’ event to be held at Rivendell, nr Stainburn. 
Committee was very supportive of this venture.

Resolved: To underwrite up to £1,000 to CBDC for the Festival of Nature event to take place in May 2026 from the environmental activities budget line. 

The meeting ended at 7:49pm.
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