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Minutes of the Culture & Social Investment Committee Meeting of Workington Town Council which took place at 6.30pm on Tuesday 23rd September 2025, held in Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS.  

	Cllr Ellie Wood (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Susan Martin (Vice Chair)
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Absent
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Absent *

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Absent *
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Absent *

	Cllr John Mills
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent

	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present



In attendance: WTC Deputy Proper Officer. 

C25.30 Absences
Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllr Larkin, Cllr Schofield and Cllr Stoddart.

C25.31 Declarations of Interest
None  

C25.32 Exclusion of Press and Public
Resolved: Press and public should be excluded from items 5 and 6 due to their confidential nature.

C25.33 Public Representation
None

CONFIDENTIAL – CLOSED SESSION

C25.34 Christmas Lights Contract 2026-2031
Resolved: To recommend to Full Council to award the council’s Christmas lights contract for 2026-2031 to Gala Lights.

C25.35 New Funding requests
a) Healthy Hopes Cumbria
Resolved: Committee rejected the funding request of £5,530 from Healthy Hopes Cumbria
b) A New Hope CIC
Resolved: Committee approved funding of £750 to A New Hope CIC from the Funding budget line
c) Workington Music Festival
Resolved: Committee approved funding of £500 to Workington Music Festival from the Youth & Social Investment budget line

OPEN SESSION

C25.36 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Resolved: Committee approved the minutes from the meeting on 8th July 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

C25.37 Public Questions
None

C25.38 Questions and Statements from Members
None

C25.39 Motions on Notice
None

C25.40 Budget
a) Committee noted the budget monitoring report for information.
b) Resolved: Committee deferred discussion of the 2026-27 budget to the next meeting for further consideration.

C25.41 Previous Funding Requests
a) Committee noted a request from Coastal Communities had been rejected due to the short notice and that it was above the Chair’s approval limit.
b) Committee noted a request from St Mary’s Church, Harrington for £250 was granted from the Youth & Social Investment budget line.

C25.42 Funding Feedback
Committee noted the report for information. 

C25.43 Anchor Organisation Support
Committee noted the report for information.



C25.44 Events Programme 2025 Update
Committee noted the report for information.
Resolved: to proceed with the donation of a clock for the Bus Station 100 Years Celebration at a cost of £3,200 and commit up to £3,000 for an event in Vulcan Park from the Cultural Celebrations budget line.

C25.45 Events Programme 2026
Resolved: Committee deferred discussion of the 2026-27 event programme to the next meeting for further consideration.

Meeting ended at 8:14pm. 
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