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Workington Town Council is dedicated to actively managing the trees and the biodiversity on land owned and managed by the Town Council.  

This policy will ensure a consistent approach to the management of our trees, and provide a point of reference for the public, Councillors and Officers. In any instance that a site may require a unique maintenance plan, this policy will be supplemented with a site specific policy that addresses the individual management needs.

Legal Requirements and Guidance 
This policy has been written in accordance to the following pieces of legislation:

· The Occupiers Liability Acts (1984) Chapter 3, which requires occupiers of land to have a common duty of care to all visitors. The occupiers must take reasonable care to maintain their land such that it does not harm any person or damage any property.

· Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) Part 3, that every public authority, in exercising its functions, to have regard, so far as it is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.

1. Tree Inspections
1.1
The condition and health of trees will be inspected on a regular basis. Any trees that are potentially hazardous and those on highly visited areas of the Council’s land (e.g. adjacent to major footpaths or in play areas) will be inspected more frequently.

1.2
Upon inspection, trees will be categorised according the risk they represent. The period of re‐inspection will depend on the level of risk associated with a tree (see item 2.1). 
1.3
Any non‐urgent concerns, from members of the public, regarding the health and maintenance of trees will be inspected within 30 days of receiving the report.

1.4
Any concerns received about a potentially dangerous tree will be inspected on the same or next working day. 
1.5
In all cases, the member of the public will be informed of this inspection policy and will be informed of any action to be taken resulting from the inspection.

2. Maintenance

2.1
Any work identified, at inspection stage, will be prioritised and carried out according to the identified hazard and risk. Categories for tree works are shown in the following table:

	Category
	Description
	Timescale for Work

	Emergency
	Dangerous trees requiring immediate attention


	Same day or next day wherever possible

	Category One


	Essential works to mitigate hazard
	Within 12 weeks of identification

	Category Two
	Desirable works, e.g. to improve tree health, loosening/removing tree ties as the trees grow.


	Within 6 months of identification

	Category Three
	Non‐essential works
	Within 12 months of identification


2.2
Tree maintenance will be conducted by trained Council Officers, or by contractors, subject to the nature of the work. 
2.3
Tree pruning will be carried out when deemed necessary following an assessment:

a) For health and safety reasons e.g. to remove some of the lower branches of a tree located near a road to enable traffic to pass safely

b) Where it benefits the health of the tree

c) Where it is in‐line with site‐specific management plans 
2.4
Instances where the Town Council will not undertake maintenance:

a) tree pruning or removal in response to natural occurrences that do not pose a health and safety risk, such as falling nuts, falling leaves, or sap.

b) during the nesting season (March to August), unless the work is for urgent health and safety reasons. It is an offence to intentionally damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built.

c) if a tree contains roosting bats (it is a criminal offence to recklessly or intentionally disturb bats, or to damage or destroy a roost). If work is required for health and safety reasons, the advice of Natural England will be sought.

d) Pruning back trees overhanging an adjacent property, unless it poses a health and safety risk.
3. Tree Felling
Tree Felling will be avoided, unless it is necessary.
3.1
Felling will usually be for health and safety purposes, or to prevent the spread of serious tree diseases. The Town Council will keep records of all tree removals.  
3.2 
In any instance a tree is broken, stolen or dies consideration will be made to replace it unless it is thought the problem may reoccur. 

4. Communication
4.1
The Town Council will communicate any major tree works before they are carried out. Public notices of proposed works will be erected where necessary, unless any work is being conducted in an emergency.  
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