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Workington Town Council acknowledges that it is often the most suitable local authority to take responsibility for a memorial or amenity seat.
This policy will ensure a consistent approach to the management of public seats, and provide a point of reference for the public, Councillors and Officers. In any instance that a site may require a unique maintenance plan, this policy will be supplemented with a site specific policy that addresses the individual management needs.

Legal Powers
This policy has been written in accordance to the following legislation:

Parish Councils Act (1957), section 1 ‘a parish council may provide and maintain seats and shelters for the use of the public and cause them to be installed or erected in proper and convenient situations in, or on any land abutting on, any road within the parish’.

Section 5 of the same act requires that the permission is sought from the relevant landowner, highway authority or undertaking as applicable, when the landowner is not the Town Council.
1. Responsibility and maintenance

1.1 The Town Council will install at least one new bench every year bearing the name and term of office of the outgoing Mayor. The Mayor in question will be consulted on the preferred location for the bench. 

1.2 The Town Council may install or assume the management and ownership of other seats in the town.

1.3 The Town Council will maintain a list of such seats, their locations and the relevant permissions. 

1.4 The Town Council will undertake to maintain the seats in a serviceable and creditable condition and they will be assets, appearing on the Town Council’s Register of Assets.

2. Design and location
Seats installed by the Town Council will be appropriate to the local surroundings, with due consideration of manufacture and design. Visibility from public areas will also be a consideration, with an acknowledgement that seats may act as a focus for alleged anti-social behaviour.
3. Memorials and Mayoral Plaques

3.1 The Town Council may supply memorial seats for third parties who are willing to fund them. The siting of any third party memorial seat must comply with other elements of this policy, and a maintenance period for the life of the seat must be considered and accounted for. 

3.2 Any seating installed in this way will be added to the asset list and maintained accordingly.
3.3 Any seating maintained by the Town Council which does not serve a memorial function may be adopted as a memorial, with a plaque affixed. The cost for this and any ongoing maintenance must be considered and accounted for prior to installation.
4. Governance and Communication
4.1 Once adopted this policy will be made available through the council’s publications scheme. 
4.2 This policy is governed by the Town Council’s Environment Committee, who will be the appropriate body for considering the installation of seating, and any memorials.
�





Workington Town Council


Seats Policy 2016











