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Workington Town Council

Trustee of the Borough of Workington
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 17th May at 7pm in Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.

	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Present
	Cllr Susan Martin
	Present

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present
	Cllr Sean Melton
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Present

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Not present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Present

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Present

	Cllr Jackie Kirkbride
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present

	Cllr Nath Martin
	Present
	
	


In attendance: Deputy Proper Officer. 1 member of the public. 
Cllr David Tennyson arrived at 7.07pm, during the discussion around membership to outside bodies. 
A22.12 Public Participation 

A member of the public wished to ask the Council what they were doing to support Cumberland Council in their efforts to create a better environment along the cycleway for the residents of Northside and the many cyclists, runners, and walkers along the line.

They also asked if the Council had a time limit agreement in place with Cumberland Council for the removal of offensive graffiti within the town.

The member of public was thanked for taking the time to attend the meeting and for bringing these issues to the Council’s attention.

Resolution: The Council agreed to take these issues to the next Environment Committee for discussion and actions.

A22. 13 Police Report 

The local PCSO sent apologies for the meeting and was not able to send a report prior to the meeting due to being on holiday.  
The Mayor reiterated how important it was for the Council to have Police representation at its meetings. 

A22.14 Apologies

None were received.  

A22.15 Mayor of Workington 2023-2024
The Council received a nomination for Cllr Beth Dixon from Cllr Michael Heaslip which was seconded by Cllr David Farrar.

No other nominations were received. 

The Council voted; all present voted FOR the nomination.

Resolution: Cllr Beth Dixon is The Mayor of the Borough of Workington for 2023-2024.

Cllr Beth Dixon then took her place at the front of the meeting as the Chair.
A22.16 Deputy Mayor of Workington 2023-2024
The Council received a nomination for Cllr Neil Schofield from Cllr Michael Heaslip which was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.
No other nominations were received.

The Council voted; all present voted FOR the nomination.

Resolution: Cllr Neil Schofield is Deputy Mayor of the Borough of Workington for 2023-2024.

A22.17 Declarations of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed that The Mayor and Deputy Mayor should sign their Declaration of Office by 31st May 2023 at the latest.
This was seconded by Cllr Sue Fryer.
Resolution: The Mayor and Deputy Mayor have until 31st May 2023 to sign their Declaration of Office. 

A22.18 Full Council Meeting Minutes 

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed that the Council accept the minutes of the following Full Council meetings as true records. This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

1st February 2023

6th March 2023

13th March 2023

22nd March 2023

24th April 2023

Resolution: To accept the minutes of the Full Council meetings on 1st February 2023, 6th March 2023, 13th March 2023, 22nd March 2023 and 24th April 2023 as a true record. 
A22.19 Committee Recommendations

The Committee received a recommendation from the Chair of Culture to appoint Gala Lights as their Christmas Light contractor for the next 3 years. The contract was tendered earlier in the year, and companies invited to present to the Culture Committee in March 2023.

The cost to the Council would be as follows: 
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‘GRAND TOTAL - HIRED (por yoar) Year 1 Including Carriago. £50,148.76
GRAND TOTAL - HIRED (per year) Year 2 Excluding Carriage. £50,148.76
GRAND TOTAL - HIRED (per year) Year 3 Excluding Carriage & Storage. £47,766.26
SCHEME GRAND TOTAL £148,063.79
AVERGE OVER 3 YEARS £49,354.60





This was seconded by Cllr Sue Fryer. No objections from Councillors. 

Resolution: To appoint Gala Lights as the Christmas Light contractor from 2023-2025. To approve the above costs for the next 3 years, which will come from the Christmas Light budget line. 

A22.20 Terms of Reference and Delegations of Committees 

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed the Council adopts the amended Terms of Reference and Delegations of Committees.

The updated proposal included the revised name of the Culture Committee to Culture and Community Committee and the revised name of the Planning Committee to Development Committee.

The terms of reference also stated that there should be 10 committee members, made up of the following:

Culture and Community: 8 Labour, 1 Independent and 1 Conservative.

Finance and General Purposes, Environment and Development Committee – 7 Labour, 2 Independent and 1 Conservative.

This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No objections from Councillors. 

Resolution: The council is to adopt the new Terms of Reference and Delegations of Committees proposed.   
A22.21 Committee Membership

To appoint members to the following committees of the Council: 
Culture & Community
Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated: Cllr Ellie Wood, Cllr David Farrar, Cllr Nath Martin, Cllr Joan 
Wright, Cllr Barbara Cannon, Cllr Susan Martin, Cllr Sue Fryer and Cllr Kate Schofield.

These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

Cllrs Lynda Williams and Patricia Poole nominated themselves. 

Cllr Jackie Kirkbride nominated herself.

Cllr Lynda Williams withdrew her nomination.

Cllr Jackie Kirkbride and Cllr Patricia Poole’s nominations were seconded by Cllr David Farrar.

All Councillors voted FOR the nominations, except for 1 abstain. 
Resolution: The Culture & Community Committee will consist of:

	Ellie Wood

	David Farrar

	Barbara Cannon

	Sue Fryer

	Jackie Kirkbride

	Nath Martin

	Susan Martin

	Tricia Poole

	Kate Schofield

	Joan Wright


Environment

Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr Mary Bainbridge, Cllr Bernadette Jones, Cllr Michael Heaslip, Cllr Beth Dixon, Cllr Susan Martin, Cllr Sue Fryer and Cllr Allan Hodgson. 
Nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer

Cllrs Lynda Williams, Hilary Harrington and Jackie Kirkbride nominated themselves. 

Nominations were seconded by Cllr David Farrar
All Councillors voted FOR the nominations.

Resolution: The Environment Committee will consist of:

	Michael Heaslip

	Bernadette Jones

	Mary Bainbridge

	Beth Dixon

	Sue Fryer

	Hilary Harrington

	Allan Hodgson

	Jackie kirkbride

	Susan Martin

	Lynda Williams


Finance and General Purposes
Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr Mike Rollo, Cllr David Tennyson, Cllr Mary Bainbridge, Cllr Barbara Cannon, Cllr Michael Heaslip and Cllr Ellie Wood.

These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

Cllrs Jackie Kirkbride, Patricia Poole and Hilary Harrington nominated themselves.

These nominations were seconded by Cllr David Farrar.

All Councillors voted for the nominations.

Resolution: The Finance and General Purposes Committee will consist of:

	Mike Rollo

	Dave Tennyson

	Mary Bainbridge

	Barbara Cannon

	Hilary Harrington

	Michael Heaslip

	Bernadette Jones

	Jackie Kirkbride

	Tricia Poole

	Ellie Wood


Development 
Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr Sean Melton, Cllr Allan Hodgson, Cllr Kate Schofield, Cllr David Tennyson, Cllr Nath Martin, Cllr Neil Schofield and Cllr David Farrar.
These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

Cllr Jackie Kirkbride nominated Cllr Paul Larkin.

Cllrs Patricia Poole and Hilary Harrington nominated themselves.

These nominations were seconded by Cllr David Farrar.

Resolution: The Development Committee will consist of:

	Sean Melton

	Allan Hodgson

	David Farrar

	Hilary Harrington

	Paul Larkin

	Nath Martin

	Tricia Poole

	Kate Schofield

	Neil Schofield

	Dave Tennyson


A22.22 Chairs of Committees
Culture & Community
Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr Ellie Wood as Chair and Cllr David Farrar as Vice Chair.

These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No other nominations were received.

Resolution: Cllr Ellie Wood is Chair and Cllr David Farrar is Vice Chair of the Culture & Community Committee.

Environment

Cllr David Farrar nominated Cllr Michael Heaslip as Chair and Cllr Bernadette Jones as Vice Chair.

These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No other nominations were received.

Resolution: Cllr Michael Heaslip is Chair and Cllr Bernadette Jones is Vice Chair of the Environment Committee.

Finance and General Purposes

Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr Mike Rollo as Chair and Cllr David Tennyson as Vice Chair.

These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No other nominations were received. 

Resolution: Cllr Mike Rollo is Chair and Cllr David Tennyson is Vice Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Development
Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr Sean Melton as Chair and Cllr Allan Hodgson as Vice Chair.
These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No other nominations were received.
Resolutions:  Cllr Sean Melton is Chair and Cllr Allan Hodgson is Vice Chair of the Development Committee. 

A22.23 Schedule of Meetings

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed that the Council accept the schedule of meetings.

This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer. 

Resolution: The Council are to accept the proposed schedule of meetings. 

A22.24 Payment signatories

Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr Mike Rollo, Cllr David Tennyson, Cllr Mary Bainbridge, Cllr Barbara Cannon and Cllr Michael Heaslip. 
Cllr Mark Fryer proposed that Cllr Bernadette Jones replaced Cllr Barbara Cannon.

All Councillors agreed to the amended nomination.

Resolution:  Cllr Mike Rollo, Cllr David Tennyson, Cllr Mary Bainbridge, Cllr Bernadette Jones and Cllr Michael Heaslip are payment signatories for the council who can authorise the council’s weekly payment run. 
A22.25 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed that this agenda item and agenda items 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 were referred to the next F & GP meeting.
This proposal was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.
No objections from Councillors.

Resolution: To take the following to the next F & GP meeting:

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

Asset Register

Insurance

Complaints

Freedom of Information and Data Protection

Press & Media

A22.26 Membership to outside bodies
Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC)
Cllr David Farrar nominated Cllr Michael Heaslip. This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No objections from Councillors.

Iggesund Paperboard Community Liaison Council

The invitation is for the Northside Councillor to represent WTC on this council; therefore, Cllr Beth Dixon represents the Council.

No objections from Councillors.

John Sherwen Charity

Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllrs David Farrar, Cllr Susan Martin and Cllr Denise Rollo. These nominations were seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No objections from Councillors. 

Town Deal Board and Workington Hall and Parklands Steering Group

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed that the Council wait until they have been invited onto the board/group before nominating a representative.

No objections from Councillors.

West Cumbria Sites Stakeholder Group (NDA) (WCSSG)

Cllr Michael Heaslip nominated Cllr David Tennyson. This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

No objections from Councillors.

Helena Thompson Museum Management Committee

The Governing Document of the Helena Thompson Museum charity specifies that the Mayor is ex-officio a member of this Committee, unless the position is declined. Accordingly, Cllr Beth Dixon will represent the Council.
Resolution:

Cllr Michael Heaslip to represent WTC on Cumbria Association of Local Councils.

Cllr Beth Dixon to represent WTC on the Iggesund Paperboard Community Liaison Council.
To wait for WTC to be invited onto the Town Deal Board and Workington Hall and Parklands Steering Group before nominating a representative. 

Cllr David Tennyson to represent WTC on the West Cumbria Sites Stakeholder Group

Cllr Beth Dixon, Mayor, to represent WTC on the HTM Management Committee
A22.27 Subscriptions 

The Council noted and agreed the annual subscriptions.

Resolution: Council agrees to the annual subscriptions as noted below.
	2023/24 SUBSCRIPTIONS
	
	

	
	
	

	ORGANISATION
	SUBSCRIPTION
	COST

	The Events Industry Forum Ltd
	Purple Guide Subscription
	£25.00

	Living Wage Foundation
	Employer Accreditation / Recognition
	£66.00

	Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC)
	CALC / NALC Membership
	£2,040.44

	Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)
	SLCC Membership
	£327.00


A22.28 Standards

The Mayor advised the Council that The Deputy Proper Officer had not been able to obtain any information with regards to this complaint that the Monitoring Officer was happy to be shared with the Council.

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed that this matter be deferred to the next F & GP meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer. 

Resolution: To bring correspondence from the Monitoring Officer with regards to a complaint under the Council’s Code of Conduct to the next F & GP meeting.

A22.29 External Audit Report

Cllr Michael Heaslip expressed concerns over the report from the external auditor and that it stated the Council had not complied with its Financial Regulations on a number of occasions during 2020-2021 and 2021-2022.

The auditor could have taken those responsible to court but decided not to take further action due to the Council starting to rectify the failures in the last year.

The auditor cannot guarantee that there was no fraud or corruption within the council during the years of 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 and it found that there was no adequate system in place internally to prove that no fraud or corruption had taken place. 

Cllr Michael Heaslip advised that the Council now had 2 options:

1) To carry out a full statutory internal audit

2) To refer the matter to the fraud department 

Cllr Michael Heaslip proposed that the matter be referred to the F & GP committee to agree what actions need to be carried out.

This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

Resolution: To refer the results of the External Auditor Report to F & GP to agree actions.  

A22.30 Information Commissioner

Cllr Mike Rollo proposed that the decision notices issued by the Information Commissioners Office be referred to the F & GP committee as part of their investigation into the External Auditors findings. 

This was seconded by Cllr Mark Fryer.

Resolution: To take the decision notices issued by the Information Commissioners Office to the next F & GP committee meeting as part of their investigation into the External Auditors findings. 

A22.31 Town Assembly and Mayor Making Ceremony

Council to note the arrangements for the Town Assembly and Mayor Making Ceremony on 24th May 2023. No objections from Councillors.
Cllr Denise Rollo advised that the Annual Report will be prepared in time for the Town Assembly on 24th May and along with what Councillors have already been sent will include:

· Cultural events 

· Grants given to the community

· Workington Nature Partnership

· Town Deal

· Workington Hall and Parklands Steering Group

· Representation on the Parliamentary Boundary Commissions

· Allotments

· Play Areas

· Visit from Alderman, Jack Miller.

· Visit by Selm for the King’s Coronation.

The meeting finished at 19.31. 

