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Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 28th September 2026 at 6:30pm at Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington.

	Cllr Mike Rollo (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Beth Dixon (Vice Chair) 
	Absent*

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Tricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Absent*
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present

	Cllr John Mills 
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright 
	Present



Also in attendance: Deputy Proper Officer, Cllr Michael Heaslip (substitute for Cllr Jones), Cllr Billy Miskelly, Cllr Paul Larkin


FG26.25 Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting from Cllrs Jones & Dixon. 

FG26.26 Declarations of Interest: None.

FG26.27 Exclusion of press and public: Press and public to be excluded from part 2 of the agenda.

FG26.28 Public representation: None.

FG26.29 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Resolved: Committee approved the minutes of the 20th July 2026 meeting and affirmed them a true record.

FG26.30 Public Questions: None received.

FG26.31 Questions and Statements from Members: None received.

FG26.32 Motions on Notice: None received.

FG26.33 Budget Monitoring
a) Resolved: Committee approved the bank reconciliation and statements of accounts for July 2026.  
b) Resolved: Committee noted the budget monitoring report YTD.

[bookmark: _Hlk73458903]FG26.34 AGAR 2025/26
Committee noted the report for information.

FG26.35 Civility and Respect Pledge
While it was agreed to propose that council sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge, a report containing more detail of the process & outcomes needs to be prepared for council.
Resolved: Officers to produce a more detailed report on the pledge to accompany the proposal to full council.

FG26.36 Polling District and Polling Place Review
Committee discussed potential issues with too much change at once possibly confusing electors so clear communication needs to come from Cumberland to explain any changes.
It was also pointed out that some new wards don’t have polling stations under the proposals.
As the deadline is close it was suggested that the consultation details be sent to all councillors again.
Resolved: Officers circulate to all councillors details of the consultation and response methods.

At this point Cllrs Miskelly and Larkin were asked to leave while the committee consider Part 2 items.
Cllr Miskelly pointed out that Cllr Heaslip was not a member of the committee and should also be asked to leave.
Cllr Rollo informed Cllr Miskelly that Cllr Heaslip was a notified substitute for another committee member, having been appointed in line with council procedure.

PART TWO – CONFIDENTIAL
Items discussed in part two are confidential and should not be discussed or shared with anyone outside of Workington Town Council. 

FG26.37 Staffing
Cllr Rollo gave an oral report on current staff issues.
a. Temporary staff
Committee noted the report for information.
b. Admin and Events Assistant contract
Resolved: Propose to full council that the contract of employment for the Admin and Events Assistant be made permanent.
c. Events Officer vacancy
Resolved: To propose to full council that the recruitment process restart for the Events Officer.
d. Grievance investigation
Resolved: To request from full council the powers to appoint a staffing committee and qualified investigator to deal with this matter for the council, with costs to come from the Legal & Professional budget line.

FG26.38 Accommodation
Committee noted the report for information.

FG26.39 Land Transfers 
Committee noted the report for information.

FG26.40 Fields in Trust
Resolved: Officers to produce a schedule of council land and investigate which qualify for Fields in Trust status. Report to be presented to next committee meeting.



Meeting ended at 7:19pm 
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