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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting of parish electors held on Wednesday 29th April 2026 at 6pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ. 
Present: 1 member of the public.

Cllrs Barbara Cannon, David Farrar, Sue Fryer, Mark Fryer, Hilary Harrington, Michael Heaslip, Allan Hodgson, Bernadette Jones, John Mills, Patricia Poole, Denise Rollo, Mike Rollo, Ellie Wood and the Chief Officer. 

1. Welcome: The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.    
2. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes from the Annual Town meeting meeting on 23rd April 2025 were confirmed as a true record.

3. Annual Report: The Mayor presented the Council’s annual report for the year.

4. A report from Cllr Mark Fryer, Cumberland Council:
Cllr Fryer thanked the Mayor and his consort for their service over the past year. 

Workington matters - it matters to West Cumbria, matters to Cumberland, matters to the future of the whole area. The town has a real identity; build on industry, resilience, community and pride.

This pride can be tested at times; when the roads aren’t what they should be, when people feel places aren’t being looked after and when people think change is not happening quickly enough. 

And that’s the challenge for Cumberland Council.

Not just to talk about ambition but to show it in practical ways that things are moving in the right direction.

The big picture in Workington; £33 million being invested in the town.

This means changes to the town centre, making is easier to move around and improve the look and feel of the town and creating spaces that people want to spend time in.

Making the gateway work; tackling long standing issues with traffic and access and improving connections to the port, linking the town centre with key areas such as Hall Park and Workington Hall.

It can be frustrating while the work is happening, but in the long term the town is being invested in and not being left behind. 

Town deal programme is delivering projects that will shape Workington for years to come. The Cumberland Sports Village additional funding means better facilities, greater capacity and support for both professional sport and community use.

In Workington; sport isn’t just sport; it’s identity, pride and community

Cumberland have been focussing on the basics, because for most people what shapes how they feel about where they live is more immediate; road conditions, unclean streets and whether things are being looked after.

Cumberland have dealt with thousands of potholes, invested in roads and infrastructure and supported community clean-ups and local projects. None of this is glamorous but it’s what matters. 

The Council is striving to make it easier to contact them and deal with them. 

Community hub at the library brings many services together in one place – making is easier for people to get help.

The strength of a place is always about the people.

There is still a lot to do and it’s right to expect more. 

Investing, focussing and making progress, but the Council can’t do this alone.

The future of Workington is shaped by local people, businesses and communities.

The Council’s role is to back that and work with the community and the town council.

Workington matters; believe in the future. 

5. Questions and comments from electors: 
Statement: Since the meeting last year there has been a big improvement in recording issues and response times. A thank you to Cumberland Council and its contractors. This was in relation to the Helena Thompson Museum.
Q: There appears to be a lot of derelict housing in the upper Jane Street, King Street areas, is there any funding that could be used to spruce up these historical houses.  

A: Cumberland Council are aware of a few houses in this area that require attention and these are being addressed with the owners/relevant people. 
The Council now has a different approach to Enforcement and Workington has less priority areas than Cleator Moor and Whitehaven at the moment. 

Statement: Cumberland Council were commended for achieving the ‘Council of Sanctuary’ status.  

Statement: Visitors from University of Lancashire were very impressed with the Portland Square/King Street area of the town and took photos of the interesting historical architecture to take back. 

Meeting ended at 6.44pm. 
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