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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 25th June 2025 at 6pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Absent*
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present
	Cllr Billy Miskelly 
	Present 

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Absent* 

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Absent*
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Absent* 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present 

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Absent*

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Absent*
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Absent 

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Absent*
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Absent* 

	Cllr Susan Martin
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Present
	
	


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO and two members of the public.
25.1

 Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllrs Kate Schofield, Ellie Wood, Sue Fryer, Mark Fryer, Paul Larkin, Bernadette Jones, Denise Rollo and Mary Bainbridge.  Cllr Heaslip advised the CO prior to the meeting he was uncertain if he would be able to attend and to ask Council to note his absence if he wasn’t present. However, he did arrive later in the meeting.     
25.2

Declarations of Interest: None  
25.3
 
Exclusion of Press and Public: 
Resolved: To exclude press and public from part two of the agenda. 
25.4

Public Representation: None
25.5

Minutes from previous meeting

Resolved: Council approved the minutes from the annual meeting on 7th May 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

25.6

Public Questions: None 
25.7

Questions and Statements from members: 
Questions submitted by Cllr Miskelly prior to the meeting. 
Statement submitted by Cllr Miskelly prior to the meeting. 

The Mayor asked Cllr Miskelly if he wished to speak at this agenda item or wait until agenda item 12a which his questions and statements were in relation to.
Cllr Miskelly advised he was happy to speak at agenda item 12a. 
25.8

Motions on Notice: None
25.9

Reports from Outside Bodies

The Mayor proposed that in the absence of Cllr Heaslip, who was due to update Council on Coastal Communities and Workington Town Deal Board, that these reports are added to the next Full Council agenda for the meeting in July. No objections.    

25.10

Mayoral Engagements
Council noted the report for information. 

25.11

Budget 2025-2026

a) Council noted the budget summary, reserves and income reports YTD. 

b) Resolved: Council approved to move the £10,000 allocated to the now dissolved Sustainable Development committee into the F & GP budget. 

25.12

Committee Minutes
a) Council noted the minutes from the Culture & Social Investment committee meeting held on Tuesday 20th May 2025.
b) Council noted the minutes from the Environment committee meeting held on Thursday 25th May 2025.
The Mayor invited Cllr Miskelly to ask his questions and make his statement.

Question 1. What was the thought process provision concerning the removal of water. 

Question 2. What report or advice gave reason to suggest that this action was suitable, necessary or legally permissible.

Question 3. Was it not considered reasonable, required, or important to consult with all or any allotment tenants of that site concerning this action.
The Mayor proposed that in the absence of the Chair of the Environment committee that the questions would be responded to in writing within 10 working days. Cllr Miskelly agreed this was acceptable. 
Statement by Councillor Billy Miskelly to the meeting of the Workington Town Council at Allerdale House on Wednesday the 25th June 2025 at 18.00 hours.

Statement concerning agenda item 12. Paragraph (b). concerning, Environment Committee draft minutes, agenda item E25.12 sub section (b) Water Provision.

The decision to remove tap and access to mains water is unacceptable to the tenants of that allotment plot.

Any attempt to do so will be robustly defended in subsequent civil proceedings if the Council decides to commence with their stated intention.

IBC’S would not be a suitable and or appropriate substitute for access to mains water for a variety of substantial reasons.

If there had been consultation with the Siddick allotment tenants, these would have come to light.

The cost of the IBC’s is financially unsound considering the water cost of the Siddick site.

That decision to remove the access to the mains water might not be in the gift of the Workington Town Council for the following however not fully exhaustive reasons
In the Allotment Acts (1908-1950) lay down the insistence that all allotment tenants are to be treated equally and fairly.

Hence the Workington Town Council must either revoke the decision to remove the decision to remove the tap and access to mains water or apply this decision to all allotment tenants of the Council.
Cllr Heaslip arrived at the meeting at 6.06pm.
Alongside the Council cannot legally remove what it does not supply, there is strong legal persuasion and argument that the water provision is not provided by the Council it merely acts as an agent to collect the water charges on behalf of the provider.

The Tenants of Siddick allotments pay their rent for the allotment however pay fully the water bill separately and fully which the Council then pays to the water provider.

The standpipe which connects to the tap was erected, paid for and maintained by allotment holders of Siddick, hence there is legal argument the Council does not have the legal right to remove it.

The Mayor thanked Cllr Miskelly for his statement which was noted by Council. 
c) Council noted the minutes from the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 16th June 2025. 

25.13

AGAR
a) Resolved: Council approved the Annual Governance statement 2024-2025.

b) Resolved: Council approved the Accounting statement 2024-2025.

c) Resolved: Council approved the AGAR submission 2024-2025

25.14

Annual Meeting and Mayor Making 2026
a) Resolved: Council approved the proposed new date of Friday 22nd May 2026 for the Annual Meeting and Mayor Making ceremony. 
Members of the public left the room. 

PART TWO – CONFIDENTIAL

Items discussed in part two of the agenda are confidential and should not be discussed with anyone outside of Workington Town Council. 

25.15

Council assets
Resolved: Council approved the cost of up to £38,323.73 for Tetra Tech to carry out feasibility studies with regards to Vulcan Park café building and Princess Street Offices. 
Meeting ended at 6.18pm. 
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