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Workington Town Council
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Town Assembly meeting of parish electors held on Wednesday 24th April 2024 at 6.30pm in Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
Present: Cllrs Beth Dixon, Bernadette Jones, Neil Schofield, Allan Hodgson, Joan Wright, David Farrar, Paul Larkin, Nath Martin, Barbara Cannon, Ellie Wood, Mike Rollo, Patricia Poole. Cllr Michael Heaslip arrived at 6.32pm, Cllr Hilary Harrington arrived at 6.42pm.
Approx. 20 members of the public and the Interim Proper Officer. 

1. Apologies: Noted from Cllrs Stephen Stoddart, Susan Martin, David Tennyson and Sean Melton.   
2. Declarations of Interest: None

3. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes from the Town Assembly meeting on 24th May 2023 were confirmed as a true record.

4. Annual Report: The Mayor presented the Council’s annual report for the year.

Q: What is the definition of a council asset, does the council have plans to sell any? 
A: A council asset includes a variety of items including land, buildings and mayoral regalia. The Council currently has no plans to sell any of its assets. 

5. Cumberland Council Report: Cllr Cannon reported on Cumberland Council business. This is the first year of the unitary authority since 7 local authorities were combined for the first time in 50 years.
The Council and its Officers are working hard on integration and stabilisation and are adapting to the change.
The budget has been inherited from other authorities and there was no government budget allowance for the authorities to be united. The Council are working hard to reduce the debt and manage the budget.  
A lot of vital services are now the responsibility of Cumberland Council, including care of children and adult social care. These services are very expensive, but essential and the Council is working to ensure those in need have the help and support they require. 

The Council are working to improve health and well-being and environmental resilience; a new food framework is being prepared and requires the input/partnership of WTC plus a new climate and nature action plan.

The Town deal project will improve areas of Workington, along with the plans for Riverside care facilities on the harbourside.

Allerdale GDF have confirmed they have found no suitable location within the Allerdale area for a nuclear disposal site, but awarded vital funding for WTC’s new play area at Westfield and a new pump track at Moorclose. Cumberland Council are looking at transferring the land of the old Southfield School playing fields to WTC to allow creation of a multi-use sports area which will sit alongside the play area. 
Q: What are the Council doing to combat homelessness in the area now the Cumberland Hotel is no longer being used. Homeless people are being given tents and told to fend for themselves.

A: They are not given tents and told to fend for themselves.

There were complaints from residents on Station Road about the people using the hotel.

Cumberland Council needs to be working with developers to provide more affordable housing within the town and ensure the percentage of affordable housing required for each development is met. 

Q: When is money going to be spent on the footpaths in Harrington Cemetery, as patch up work has been done but it is inadequate?
A: Cllr Cannon will follow this up as a Cumberland Council Cllr. 

Q: Is Cumberland Council looking at purchasing electric vehicles / bin wagons?
A: Yes, some have already been purchased and other options are being looked into, including using vegetable oil.

Q: Does the council know that diesel generators are used to power electric charge points?

Q: The Council should question the science behind the claims that there is a climate emergency and carry out due diligence. 

Q: Has the Council considered the increase to house insurance and fire risks should more electric charge points be installed outside homes?
Q: The Council should consider charging electric cars for people in terraced houses where parking is already an issue and cables running across footpaths.  

Q: The Council should consider the need for new multi-storey car parks as electric cars are heavier than petrol/diesel cars and the grid is not powerful enough to deal with the additional requirements. 

A: The change is happening the government is pushing for these changes.

Statement: The Council needs to push back as this is not what the public want. 

6. Issues from Electors:

The Council received and answered a number of questions from the public. Some questions were answered, some members of the public were asked to pass information to the Interim Proper Officer which would be followed up where possible or referred to the relevant committee. 

Q: Climate Action – the council should do their own research into the science and challenge the government. 

Questions, along with answers were read out by a member of the public:

1. Do you know the current level of c02 in the atmosphere? Answer: 0.04%, please check for yourselves.

2. Do you know how much c02 plants need to survive? Answer: 0.02% because c02 is plant food.

3. Do you know without plants everything dies? Everyone knows that plants consume c02 and emit oxygen, please check for yourselves. 

Therefore if we lower the c02 in the atmosphere by 0.02% that’s 200th of 1%,  everything, including yourselves dies, because no plants equals no food for anyone or anything. 

4. With these facts, why would you support Net Zero?

5. Can you tell me what the target for % for c02 is in the atmosphere for this council? And how do you plan to achieve this target?

Electric vehicles

6. Are you planning to purchase or have you purchased any EV with tax payer’s money?
7. If yes, have you done a cost risk assessment and what was the result?

8. Are you planning to always only charge any and all EVs using solar or wind energy, because if not you are only moving the point of fossil fuel use from the vehicle to elsewhere. 

9. Can you assure the general public that all materials for these EVs you’re purchasing have been ethically sourced i.e. no child labour?

10. Can I ask who is liable for this massive use of public money and who do we claim off if/when these vehicles prove not fit for purpose or spontaneously combust?

11. A modern car can achieve 60 MPG, if you use that fuel to charge an EV can you achieve better results? If not, they why get EVs? Also EV batteries like all batteries, lose power even when not in use i.e. overnight, whereas fuel in a fuel tank remains.

A by WTC: We have no EVs and have no plans to purchase any, we have 1 estates van which is petrol. 

12. I have supplied yourselves with a list of previous climate predictions; lies by climate experts that most of us have lived through from ice age to global boiling. Do you think the new predictions are any more real?
Q: There is a clear problem with transparency and provable suppression, censorship and corruption within the government. It is our right to scrutinise the conduct of holders of public office and their roles should act solely in terms of the public interest. Have reached out to the local MP a number of times and have previously being ignored, but have not had a response.
A: It was suggested that the information was passed onto Cllr Larkin who may be able to pass it onto the local MP directly. 

Q: Has the council carried out risk assessments on masts being put up in Workington.

A: WTC has no plans to put masts up on their land. 

Q: Planning applications for HMOs are seeing an increase, how do we know who will be moving into these houses?

A: WTC doesn’t know, Cumberland Council are the local planning authority and WTC are just a consultee. We have objected to previous applications for HMOs at Development Committee meetings.

All members of the public can submit their own objections via the Cumberland Council planning portal. 

Meeting ended at 7.26pm. 
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