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WORKINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
DEFIBRILLATOR POLICY

Introduction

An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is an essential part of the chain of survival during the response to sudden cardiac arrest, restoring a normal heart rhythm. Having public access to AEDs within the community, in case of an emergency, can be lifesaving. Ease of access to AEDs within the town will give members of the community a safe, effective and prompt tool in the vital delivery of potential lifesaving treatment. 

The aims of the defibrillator policy are to provide guidance with decision making when considering installation of AEDs, either by the Council or via applications made for funding to the Council from external organisations.


Location Considerations
The location of an AED is essential. When installing an AED in the community, it is important to consider the following:
· The AED needs to be clearly visible and easily recognisable, including having enough light so people can see the device’s cabinet in the dark.
· There is a clear need for the AED in the area, such as being in a busy location or where there are no other AEDs within 500m.
· Authorisation from the property owner has been given to site the AED in the location.
· There is an accessible power supply for the AED / AED cabinet, unless there is the option of a solar/wind powered AED.
· The device can be accessed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by all members of the community.


Responsibility
It is important that an AED is installed safely and maintained to enable the best chance of it functioning optimally when required. An organisation or community group installing an AED has the overall responsibility for the AED, becoming the AED’s “guardian”. This includes: 
· Before installing the AED, checking the location desired. Check if consent from the premises owner or landlord is needed. 
· Registering the AED with the NHS via the national defibrillator network, The Circuit. 
· Checking the AED regularly to establish that it is in good working order and that the defibrillator pads are in date. AED sites should have at least one guardian but preferably two. The guardian(s) where possible should check the site and log their checks on The Circuit.
· Ensuring maintenance costs of the AED are covered, including new pads when they go out of date or they have been used. Maintenance should be in accordance with the recommended guidelines and any manufacturer’s instructions.
· Ensuring insurance for AED is obtained to protect against vandalism. 
· Noting that the Council will only be the guardian of AEDs that are installed by or adopted by the Council. Any AED installed or adopted by the Council on property not owned by the Council must have a completed Defibrillator agreement on file, signed by the landowner/manager and the Chief Officer. AEDs installed by other organisations, even if supported by funding from the Council, are solely the responsibility of that organisation.


Funding
Applications for funding towards the installation of an AED will be submitted to the Council’s Environment Committee for review. 

Councillors should consider the following when making any decisions on authorising funding for AEDs.
· Is the proposed site for installation more than 500m from an existing AED?
When considering proximity, site finder websites should not be the only source of information used, as local knowledge could possibly identify other accessible AEDs that are not registered.
· Is the proposed site accessible to the public at all times?  
· Is it a site that would have high footfall or is in a heavily populated area and so would increase likelihood of need?
· Is the applicant willing to take full responsibility for regular checks (weekly and annually), ongoing maintenance, cover electrical costs, registration and update to the site finder websites and financial responsibility should the AED and associated casing be vandalised?

If the answer to any of the above is “no”, a request for funding may be denied.

If the answer is “yes” to all, funding or part funding is available within the Committee’s budgets and the Committee agrees by resolution, then funding may be awarded in line with the application received.

Once awarded, the recipient organisation must complete a defibrillator funding agreement (Appendix A below) in addition to the standard conditions of funding agreement.




APPENDIX A

Defibrillator Funding Award Agreement

	Name of responsible group or organisation

	

	Please provide a contact telephone number or email address

	

	Location of the defibrillator

	

	Do you have the permission of the property owner to install the defibrillator (if applicable)?

	

	Who will be the named guardian(s) of the AED?

	

	Please provide a contact telephone number or email address

	

	Please sign below to confirm that you will:

	· Register the AED with the NHS via the national defibrillator network, The Circuit.

	· Ensure that it is checked regularly, to establish that it is in good working order, the required power supply is live and that the defibrillator pads are in date. AED sites should have at least one guardian but preferably two, who are responsible for checking the site, and logging their checks on The Circuit.

	· Cover maintenance costs of the AED, including supplying new pads when they go out of date or they have been used. Maintenance should be in accordance with the recommended guidelines and any manufacturer’s instructions.

	
SIGNATURE AND DATE
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