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Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Culture & Social Investment Committee Meeting of Workington Town Council which took place at 6.30pm on Tuesday 11th November 2025, held in Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS.  

	Cllr Ellie Wood (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Susan Martin (Vice Chair)
	Absent*

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Absent*

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Absent 

	Cllr John Mills
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent

	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present



In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO.
Substitutes: Cllr Mike Rollo for Cllr Susan Martin and Cllr David Farrar for Cllr Neil Schofield.   

C25.46 Absences
Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllr Susan Martin and Cllr Neil Schofield. 

C25.47 Declarations of Interest: None 
C25.48 Exclusion of Press and Public: None 
C25.49 Public Representation: None 

C25.50 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Resolved: Committee approved the minutes from the meeting on 23rd September 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

C25.51 Public Questions: None
C25.52 Questions and Statements from Members: None 
C25.53 Motions on Notice: None 

C25.54 Budget 2025-2026 
Committee noted the budget monitoring report YTD for information.

C25.55 Funding Feedback
Committee noted the feedback from Autism Support Allerdale and Copeland. 

C25.56 Events Programme 2025 Update
Feedback from the Halloween event was positive for the festival at the Museum and the scare walk in the evening. 

Committee noted the rest of the report for information and thought that the clock which has been ordered for the bus station 100 years was very fitting. 

C25.57 Events Programme 2026
a) Events Programme 2026
Committee discussed the events programme for 2026. It was agreed that Party in the Park and Christmas would be a two-day event on the Saturday and Sunday. Feedback from suppliers and stall holders was that it was costly and a lot of work to set-up for one day, so a two-day event would be beneficial for them and attendees. 

Committee agreed it would be a good idea to tie in the outdoor theatre performance on the same weekend of Party in the Park to take advantage of a captive audience. Committees’ preference was for Hall Park to be used for the outdoor theatre performance; however it was discussed that there is no guarantee the work in Hall Park will be finished by this event and would have an impact. 

Halloween was discussed, and committee considered that the organisers of the Halloween walk had requested an indoor venue if they were to repeat the event in 2026. This was deemed problematic and it was agreed to tie in with the Museum’s walks and discuss adding more actors for a scarewalk around the town. As this in on paths, it would allow wheelchairs users to participate and could also be streamed live to make it accessible to all. 

Officers will bring details of all events to a future meeting, once logistics have been confirmed. 

Committee agreed that rather than providing a set amount of funding to community centres / groups within the town; Officers are to request that an expression of interest funding form is completed which will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by committee. 

Resolved: Committee confirmed the events programme 2026:
	Date
	Event
	Venue
	Time

	Friday 29th May 2026
	Reach Out
	Vulcan Park
	11am - 4pm 

	Saturday 27th June 2026
	Armed Forces Day 
	Vulcan Park 
	11am 

	Friday 3rd July 2026
	Romeo and Juliet - Schools performance 
Romeo and Juliet - evening performance
	Vulcan Park 
	10.30am

7pm

	Saturday 4th July 2026



Sunday 5th July 2026
	Party in the Park 
Romeo and Juliet evening performance

Party in the Park
	Vulcan Park
	11am to 6pm
7pm


11am to 3pm

	Sunday 2nd August 2026
	Festival of Running 
	Cricket Club
	9am - 4pm

	Tuesday 11th August 2026
	Teddy Bears Picnic 
	Vulcan Park
	12pm-3pm

	28th/29th October 2026 (tbc)
	Halloween (festival and town scarewalk)
	HTM
	11am - 9pm

	Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th November 2026
	Christmas Festival 
	Town Centre
	11am - 5pm




b) Stall Prices
Committee discussed stall prices for events in 2026 and onwards. Committee agreed with Officers recommendations but asked that charities pay a £20 deposit which would be refunded if they attended the event. Equipment would be free of charge. 
This is to support and encourage local charities to attend. 

It was clarified that charities who attend Council events, must be registered with the Charity Commission and have at least a year’s worth of accounts registered. 

Resolved: Confirmed charges for 2026 onwards
Gift / homeware stall / coffee / ice cream - £30 per day
Other food and drink - £70 per day
Charity - £20 per day, refunded on attendance

Prices would be reduced slightly, at Officers discretion, if the event is indoors, as the space is usually smaller. 

The following cost to be added if they wish to hire additional equipment:
Gazebo - £20, Chair - £1.60, Table - £6.75, Electric - £5
Charities will receive equipment and electric free of charge if required. 

Committee agreed that stalls and equipment would be free of charge for the Reach Out event for not-for-profit organisations, given the type of event is it.  

It was discussed that there had been a request from the Twinning association to tie in with WTC events and an inclusive international festival has been discussed at a Twinning Association meeting on 10th November 2025. Committee agreed that this couldn’t be considered as it was not an agenda item, instead it was suggested that a Twinning agenda item was added to the next F & GP meeting for discussion. 

Resolved: To add a twinning agenda item to the next F & GP meeting. 

c) Event Procurement 
Committee were supportive of longer contracts for production, security and first aid, but requested further information on what the contracts would entail.

Resolved: Chief Officer to bring further information to the next meeting. 

C25.58 Budget 2026-2027
a) Committee discussed the proposed budget for 2026-2027. An additional £5,000 was added for Party in the Park being two days. Budget for Christmas should already cover a two-day event. 

Resolved: Committee agreed the budget below to propose to F & GP:
	Culture & Community 
	Proposed Budget 25-26
	Proposed Budget 26-27

	Christmas
	£90,000
	£90,000.00

	Youth and Social Investment
	£22,000
	£30,000.00

	Events
	New code
	£73,500.00

	Cultural Celebrations 
	£44,700
	£5,000.00

	Funding 
	£15,000
	£8,000.00

	Sport
	New code
	£22,000.00

	Cultural Marketing
	£6,000
	£9,500.00

	Reach Out 
	£10,000
	Moved to events code

	Party in the Park
	£25,000
	Moves to events code

	Festival of Running 
	£10,000
	Moved to sport code

	
	
	

	Total
	£222,700
	£238,000



b) Committee did not identify any earmarked reserves required. 

Meeting ended at 7.57pm. 
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