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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 15th October 2025 at 6pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Absent
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Absent*
	Cllr Billy Miskelly 
	Present 

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present 
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Absent* 

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Present 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present  

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Present 

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present 
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Present 

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present  

	Cllr Susan Martin
	Present 
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent
	
	


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO and two members of the public.
At the start of the meeting The Mayor advised that agenda item 6a would be moved to 7a and Cllr Miskelly would ask the questions as a Cllr and not a member of the public. 

25.30

 Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllr Barbara Cannon. Notification for Cllr Denise Rollo’s absence was sent prior to the meeting but picked up after the meeting had taken place.      
25.31

Declarations of Interest: None  
25.32
 
Exclusion of Press and Public: Council resolved to exclude press and public from part two of the agenda.
25.33

Public Representation: None 

25.34

Minutes from previous meeting
It was requested that, as per standing orders, minutes should record when a Cllr, who has declared a pecuniary interest, did not leave the meeting during a discussion and/or vote on that interest. Chief Officer to amend the minutes to note that Cllr Miskelly did not leave the room during the vote on his motion with regards to allotments. 
Resolved: Following the above changes being made, Council approved the minutes from the meeting on 30th July 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

25.35

Public Questions: None 
25.36

Questions and Statements from members:
Questions were submitted prior to the meeting by Cllr Billy Miskelly as follows:
1. Why has it been decided that the Workington Town Council allotments at Siddick are to have their water supplied by a tap removed.

2. Why were the Workington Town Council Allotments at Siddick chosen to have their water that is supplied by a tap removed.

3. All allotment tenants are deemed that they should be treated equally under allotment legislation Why then are the allotment tenants of the Workington Town Council at Siddick having their water supplied by a tap removed when other Workington Town Council allotment sites supplied with water by the same method are not.

4. Why has water supplied by the method as the Workington Town Council Siddick allotments be installed at another location after the decision to remove Siddick was taken.

5. What if any impact report was undertaken when the Workington Town Council was considering removing the water supplied by a tap from the Workington Town Council Siddick allotment tenants considering no discussions, warning or consultative process with the aforementioned tenants. If an impact report was undertaken what did it say. Who wrote it and when was it written.

6. IBCs are to being placed at the Workington Town Council tenants plots at Siddick to replace the removal of the water provided by a tap as there was no consultation, discussion or warning by the Workington Town Council to the aforementioned affected tenants who decided they would be a suitable alternative to a tap and why. When was this decision taken.

7. If IBCs are to replace the water supplied by tap how will they be filled and by whom. 

Prior to Cllr Billy Miskelly asking the questions, The Mayor advised: 

Before we proceed, I need to address the matter of the questions submitted regarding Siddick allotments tap. 

The issue is currently the subject of legal correspondence and advice has been sought from the Council’s solicitors. On legal advice, the Council will not be discussing or debating this matter in any public forum while it remains a legal issue. 

Accordingly, questions or statements on this topic will not be permitted during this meeting. Any further correspondence on this issue should be directed through the appropriate legal channels. 

This is a procedural and legal ruling to protect the Council’s position, and I ask that it is respected.  

Cllr Billy Miskelly did not leave the room during this part of the meeting, of which he has a pecuniary interest, and agreed with The Mayor’s statement.
Question from Cllr Billy Miskelly submitted prior to the meeting:

Why has the term or if you prefer word "Apologies" been replaced on the agendas of the Workington Town Council meetings with the word or if you prefer term "Absent"?

This is incorrect and should cease immediately.
The Mayor advised that this question had already been answered at the Full Council meeting on 30th July 2025. They are noted as absent as they are not present. Meeting minutes should note those Councillors present and not present at the meeting, in accordance with standing orders those who are not present are recorded as absent. 
25.37

Motions on Notice: 
A named vote and a right to reply was requested. 

Motion from Cllr Billy Miskelly:
Workington Town council the parish Council of Workington should immediately cease to use as an agenda item Absences.

Workington Town council should use as an agenda item in place of the aforementioned agenda item Absence the accepted and correct agenda item Apologies.

The agenda item Apologies is the correct and prescribed agenda item as advised by the credible, particular and acknowledged advisement organisations.

The same following aforementioned advisement organisations state that the to use the agenda item Absences is not only incorrect but wrong.

The motion was seconded by Cllr Hilary Harrington. 

Cllr Larkin requested to make a statement, which The Mayor permitted: 
Cllr Larkin, ‘surely this is just a matter of words.’
Cllr Billy Miskelly requested the right to reply. The Mayor advised a right to reply was if a member had disagreed with the motion. The Mayor moved to a vote. 
	 
	 
	 
	FOR
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr
	Mary
	Bainbridge
	Not present

	Cllr
	Barbara
	Cannon
	Not present

	Cllr
	Beth
	Dixon
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	David
	Farrar
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Sue
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Mark
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Hilary
	Harrington
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Michael
	Heaslip
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Allan
	Hodgson
	
	1
	

	Cllr 
	Bernadette 
	Jones
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Paul
	Larkin
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Susan
	Martin
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Sean
	Melton
	Not present

	Cllr
	John
	Mills
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Billy
	Miskelly
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Patricia
	Poole
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Denise
	Rollo
	Not present

	Cllr
	Mike
	Rollo
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Neil
	Schofield
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Kate
	Schofield
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Stephen
	Stoddart
	
	
	1

	Cllr
	David
	Tennyson
	Not present

	Cllr
	Lynda
	Williams
	
	
	1

	Cllr
	Ellie
	Wood
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Joan
	Wright
	
	1
	

	TOTALS
	3
	15
	2


The motion was not passed. 

25.38

Reports from Outside Bodies

Cumbria Police submitted apologies for the meeting.

25.39

Project Reports

Council noted the updates on the public realm and town deal for information. 

25.40

Mayoral Engagements
Council noted the report for information. 

25.41

Budget 2025-2026

Council noted the budget summary, reserves and income reports YTD. 

25.42

AGAR

Resolved: Council noted the report from the external auditor for the AGAR 2024-2025. 

25.43

Committee Minutes
a) Council noted the minutes from the Culture & Social Investment committee meeting held on Tuesday 23rd September 2025.

b) Council noted the minutes from the Environment committee meeting held on Thursday 25th September 2025.
Cllr Billy Miskelly advised that he agrees that Council should have remeasured all allotment plots and now has a standard price per square metre per allotment site which is fair to allotment holders. He advised that Council cannot increase allotment rents without giving 12 months’ notice to allotment tenants.

Cllr Allan Hodgson called a point of order and requested what relevance this had to noting minutes of a meeting. 

Cllr Michael Heaslip requested the minutes of this meeting reflect that Cllr Billy Miskelly had remained in the room and was discussing an item in which he has a pecuniary interest, although not declared at the start of the meeting.

Cllr Billy Miskelly advised that he has given up his allotment plots, as of today, so is no longer an allotment tenant.

c) Council noted the minutes from the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 6th October 2025. 

25.44

Committee recommendations

a) Play areas

Resolved: Council approved costs of £10,500 from the Environment committee’s play area budget line for additional inclusive equipment across several of the Council’s play areas. 
b) Fields in Trust – The Ranch

Cllr Stephen Stoddart asked if this would affect any funding that would possibly be available to the Council or hirers of the Ranch. Cllr Michael Heaslip advised that it would not and could potentially be more beneficial for funding applications. 

Resolved: Council agreed to allow Officers, with legal advice, to investigate the consequences of the Council applying for Field’s in Trust status for The Ranch. 
c) Fleet
Resolved: Council approved a new 60-month lease for an electric van to be used for Council business. Initial costs of £4,964.60 would come from the Council’s asset management budget line, with the remaining lease costs of £553.12 per month for 55 months budgeted for from the Council’s fleet lease budget line from 26/27 onwards. 
25.45

Policies
a) Resolved: Council approved and agreed to adopt the Safeguarding Children Policy.

b) Resolved: Council approved and agreed to adopt the Safeguarding Adults at Risk Policy

c) Resolved: Council approved and agreed to adopt the Funding Policy.
PART TWO - CONFIDENTIAL  
Items discussed in part two are confidential and should not be discussed or shared with anyone outside of Workington Town Council. 
25.46 Christmas Lights Contract 

Resolved: Council approved Gala Lights as the Christmas Lights contractor for 2026-2031 at a total 5-year contract cost of £240,415 from the Council’s Christmas Lights budget line, with a possible extension of two years if required. 

25.47 Council IT

Resolved: Council resolved to appoint David Allen as their IT service provider for an initial 36-month contract, at a total contract price of £46,367.40 from the Council’s IT budget line. 

25.48 Staffing    

Resolved: Council approved the staffing recommendations from the Finance and General Purposes committee. 
Meeting ended at 6.42pm. 
1

