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Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting of Workington Town Council, held on Thursday 25th September 2025 at 6.30pm in the Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS.

	Cllr Michael Heaslip (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Bernadette Jones (Vice Chair)
	Present

	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Present
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Absent*
	Cllr Billy Miskelly
	Absent*

	Cllr Sue Martin
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent*
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present



Also in attendance: WTC Finance Officer/DPO, Cllr Hilary Harrington.

E25.33 Absences
Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllr Beth Dixon, Cllr Billy Miskelly and Cllr Sean Melton.

E25.34 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Bainbridge declared an interest in allotments, as her husband is an allotment holder.
  
E25.35 Exclusion of Press and Public
None.

E25.36 Public Participation
None.

E25.37 Minutes of the previous meeting
Resolved: Committee approved the minutes from 10th July 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

E25.38 Public Questions
None. 

E25.39 Questions and Statements from Members
None

The Chair allowed a question from Cllr Harrington regarding an update on the progress of the Public Rights of Way applications. The status of the applications was explained, with the next stage being a visit to Cumberland Council Whitehaven offices to inspect the Definitive Map. This would then be followed by obtaining HMLR searches to identify landholders and submitting the applications & notices.

E25.40 Motions on Notice
None


E25.41 Budget 2025-2026 
a) Committee noted the budget monitoring report for information.
b) Resolved: Committee deferred discussion of the 2026-27 budget and any earmarked reserve requests to the next meeting for further consideration.

E25.42 Street Displays
a) Floral Display Tender
Comment was made that the council should look for ways to more widely advertise the tender after only receiving one respondent for the current contract. Committee was informed that the council is now registered on the GOV.UK “Find a Tender” portal for publishing notices of tenders.
Resolved: To start the tender process for a five-year contract for the floral displays in the town centre.

b) Self-watering Mangers
Committee discussed the placing of the mangers within the town centre and the effectiveness of the self-watering solution. The placement would be factored into any plans included in the tender for the new contract. The self-watering mangers currently in use were found by the Estates team to be an improvement on the regular mangers during the summer.
Resolved: To include the purchase of new self-watering mangers in the 2026/27 budget to replace existing stock.

E25.43 Environmental Activities
Resolved: To not enter Cumbria in Bloom or Britain in Bloom in future years.

E25.44 Streetscene
a) Miners’ Memorial
Committee noted the report for information.
 
b) Defibrillator at Siddick
Comment was made regarding the need to budget for maintenance of the unit. It was also asked if there had been any vandalism of the council’s other defibrillators. Committee was informed that there have been no reports of any vandalism or interference with the council’s AEDs to date.
[bookmark: _Hlk203121275]Resolved: To install a solar/wind powered defibrillator at the suggested site in Siddick at a cost of £4,500 from the Streetscene budget line.

c) Workington Quayside
Resolved: To agree to take on maintenance of the Quayside planters and benches at a current annual cost of £1,000 to the Streetscene budget line. 

d) Neighbourhood Policing Pledge Meetings
Committee received an update from Cllr Mills. The previous meeting via Teams had to be cancelled as the officer due to conduct the meeting was called to an active incident. It was suggested that rather than holding separate meetings, the police could be invited to conduct them as part of WTC full council meetings.
Resolved: Chief Officer to contact the police to suggest hosting the NPP meeting 2/3 times a year as part of WTC full council meetings.




E25.45 Play Areas
a) Play Area Equipment  
Resolved: To request permission from Full Council to purchase and install additional accessible play equipment at a cost of £10,500 from the Play Areas budget line.

b) Garnet Crescent 
Committee noted the report for information.

c) New Play Area
Committee noted the report for information.

Cllr Bainbridge left the meeting. 

E25.46 Allotments
A review of the allotment estate showed that there were different prices per square metre being charged to tenants of different plots on the same allotment site; some varied significantly for unknown reasons and a lot of the pricing is historical. It was resolved therefore to charge the same rate per square metre, based on the current average for each site  It was noted that some would increase and some decrease and it was agreed that any increase of 25% or more for a given allotment plot would be spread over two years, and as a consequence, the total income to the Council from allotment rents in 2025-26 would fall by approximately £200.

a) Resolved: To implement the new ppm² pricing system for allotment plot rents, using the current base average rate for each site.
b) Resolved: To allow a concession of 50% of the increase amount for the first year for all plots showing an increase of 25% or more in the rental rate.

Committee discussed the logistics of the use of a petrol waterer for supplying allotments with water and the need for its use in Vulcan Park.
Resolved: Officers to submit a more detailed report including the specifications and proposed uses of the petrol waterer to the next meeting.

Cllr Bainbridge returned to the meeting. 

E25.47 Estate Development
a) Green Hub
Comment was made that given the amount needed to carry out the works on the Green Hub, Committee should reevaluate the details of the intended use of the building to see if this has changed since the initial report and would still be giving the council value for money.
Resolved: Officers to present a new report on the Green Hub proposed use to committee at the next meeting.
 
b) Tennis Courts
Committee noted the report for information.

c) Planting Projects
Committee noted the report for information.

d) The Ranch and Fields in Trust
Resolved: Recommend to Full Council that Officers begin the application process for Field in Trust status for the Ranch Playing Fields. 

e) St John’s Churchyard
Resolved: To include maintenance of the churchyard in the wider maintenance transfer currently being discussed with Cumberland Council.

E25.48 Environmental Consultations
a) Harrington Bathing Waters Consultation
Resolved: Officers to submit a response on behalf of the council supporting the designation.

b) Call for Sites
It was asked who can submit sites for consideration. Committee was informed that anyone can submit a site as an individual or group, provided they have the landowner’s permission to do so.
Resolved: Officers to submit a separate response on behalf of the council for each piece of council owned land in the “Open space/community use/greenspace” use class.

E25.49 Workington Nature Partnership
Committee noted the report for information.
The Chair is still waiting for a meeting with Cumberland Council planning Officers with regards to the silting of Ellerbeck and Harrington reservoir. 

The meeting ended at 8:07pm.
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