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Workington Town Council

Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 
2nd February 2022 at the Helena Thompson Museum, Workington.

	C Armstrong
	Present
	A McGuckin
	Present

	M Bainbridge
	Dispensation
	J Kirkbride
	Apologies

	H Briggs
	Present
	S Melton
	Present

	R Briggs
	Present
	B Miskelly
	Present

	B Cannon
	Present 
	P Poole
	Present

	B Dixon
	Present
	D Rollo
	Present

	D Farrar
	Present
	B Sansom
	Present

	S Fryer
	Present
	P Scott
	Present

	G Glaister
	Present
	S Stoddart
	Present

	H Harrington
	Present
	W Wilkinson
	Present

	M Heaslip
	Present
	L Williams
	Present

	N Schofield
	Present
	E Wood 
	Present

	J King
	Apologies
	
	


In attendance: Town Clerk
Public Participation

A representative from the Workington Juniors Football Club made a short presentation to the council, they would like WTC to purchase the land they currently play on (and have a licence to) in order to secure their future. Presentation attached.

22.00.
Apologies

The Council received and accepted apologies from Cllr Janet King and Cllr Jacqueline Kirkbride for reasons approved by the Council under the terms of Local Government Act, 1972, s85.
Vote

Accept apologies from Cllr J King and Cllr J Kirkbride 

For: 10

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

22.01. 
Declarations of Interest

No interests were declared.

22.02. 
Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)

Part 2, Moss Bay Development was identified as requiring the exclusion of press or public.
Cllr Heaslip motioned that the draft budget for WTC 2022-23 were scheduled in Part Two of the agenda and felt these should included in the first part of the agenda and due to the fact the agenda was quite full the draft budget should be considered immediately. 
Vote to consider draft budget as next agenda item

For: 20

Against: 1

Abstain: 1

Vote carried 

22.03.
Budgets

The Council received a draft budget proposal for the period 2022-23. No questions were asked.

Vote to accept the draft budget for 2022-23

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 11

Resolution: To accept the draft budget for 2022-23

22.04. 
Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting

The Council received the minutes of the meetings on 1st December 2021.

Cllr D Farrer asked that the word ‘absent’ be changed for Cllr Bainbridge to ‘dispensation’.

Vote to accept minutes, with noted changes

For: 22
Against: 0

Abstain: 2

Cllr M Heaslip stated that the movement of Feenans Allotments to self-managed status must come to Full Council and could not be approved at Subcommittee level. 

Resolution: To confirm the status of Feenans Allotments.

22.05. 
Mayoral Announcements.
Mayor’s calendar of events since Full Council Meeting on 

Wednesday 1 December 2021 

	Date
	Event
	Time

	Saturday 4 December 2021
	Opening of Moorclose Christmas Fete, Community Centre

Residential Homes visits


	10.00 – 11.00 am

	Tuesday 14 December 2021
	Residential Homes visits
	

	Saturday 18 December 2021
	Winter Wonderland, Vulcan Park

Frostoms Pensioners’ Christmas Dinner, Waverley Hotel


	11.00 am – 4.00 pm

7.00 pm

	Tuesday 11 January 2022
	Social Evening WTCCC for Workington Health NHS & volunteers at Covid-19 vaccination clinics


	6.30 pm

	Saturday 29 January  2022
	Charity Night at Gaslight for Mayoral Charities


	7.00 pm


Resolution: To note the report.
22.06.
Grants 

To acknowledge the following grant approvals…

· £10,000.00 From CCC for pathways in VP (spent by 31.3.2022)

· £6,000.00 from CCC for a ‘Bee Happy’ garden in VP (spent by 31.3.2022)

· £35,000.00 from CCC in retrospect of work carried out in VP in 2021

· Allocating £12,000.00 from the above grant to instal a trim trail in VP (removing the adult gym)

· £12,000.00 from the Welcome Back fund – this will be paid in retrospect of works complete. (spent by 31.3.2022)

· £3,000.00 from Withergill Community Fund for a youth shelter at Siddick

· £12,000.00 from Cumbria Woodlands this is in retrospect (outsource?)

Cllr P Scott wished to thank the staff of WTC for their hard work at securing the above grants.
Cllr M Heaslip requested that all Councillors receive details of all grants and the budgets they will be assigned to. 

Resolution: To thank the WTC staff for their hard work in securing the above grants.
Resolution: To inform all Councillors of grant details, together will assigned budget lines. 
22.07.
Meeting Change
The council were asked to approve the change of date for the next Environment Committee meeting from 10th March 2022 to the 17th March 2022. There were no objections.
Resolved: To change the date of the next Environment Committee meeting from 10th March 2022 to 17th March 2022.
22.08.  BMX Trac
The Council received a report from Cllr P Scott detailing a proposal for a new mini pump trac at Newlands Lane by ringfencing budget from Community Development and Youth Provision budget lines.
Cllr D Rollo expressed concern about the trac attracting anti-social behaviour.
Cllr M Heaslip commented that the football field was used and that CCC and ABC were in the process of researching a site for a large BMX trac.
Cllr P Scott explained that the WTC trac would not be in competition with the CCC/ABC trac and suggested a sub committee be formed. Councillors to volunteer for sub-committee.

Resolution: To form a volunteer sub-committee for the BMX Trac 
22.09.  AGAR Complaint Response
The Council reviewed the draft response to the AGAR complaint received by our external auditors.

Cllr P Scott explained that Cllr M Heaslip had raised a complaint with our external auditors (EA) and the response was due back in March. Cllr P Scott expressed his disappointment that Cllr M Heaslip felt it was necessary to approach our EA rather than take his concerns to the staff of WTC first.
Cllr B Cannon stated that she felt the response did not address the questions of the complaint.

Cllr M Heaslip stated that in law, the identity of the complainant was confidential but now that he had been identified he had expressed his right to complain.
Vote to accept the AGAR Response to be sent to the EA
For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 11

Vote carried with Chair’s vote.

Report from Committees 

22.10. Culture Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the Culture Committee meeting on 12th January 2022.

Cllr D Farrer highlighted that the date of the meeting was 12th not the 11th, as on the agenda.
Cllr M Heaslip stated that a committee cannot approve absence it must note them.

Cllr D Rollo asked why the Play strategy was not on the agenda as stated in the minutes. The Clerk explained that this would be on the following agenda as this meeting’s agenda was full.

Vote to accept mins of 12th January 2022
For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0
Vote carried with Chairs vote.

Resolved: To accept the minutes from the 12thJanuary 2022.
Resolved: To clarify if committees can accept apologies.
22.11. Environment Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of 20th January 2022.
Cllr S Melton addressed the question of the Westfield play area and if the Council should reject an offer of £5,000.00. He reminded the Chair of the Environment Committee (Cllr H Harrington) that he had previously sent her a quote for a play area costing £42,000.00 and that the offer from Westfield HA of £5,000.00 should be considered. 
Cllr H Harrington had not received the quote from Cllr S Melton.

Cllr M Heaslip stated that the adult gym area of Vulcan Park was a ‘Field in Trust’ and we would require permission to remove this.
Cllr B Cannon stated that to have a ‘Field in Trust’ was an honour.

Vote to accept the minutes of 20th January 2022
For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0
Resolved: To accept the minutes of 20th January 2022. 

Resolved: To investigate the procedure for having/removing a ‘Field of Trust’.
22.12. Finance and General Purposes Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on 25th January 2022.
Cllr M Heaslip stated that FG22.07-8 mentions to vire budgets and using the EMR – this cannot be taken at sub-committee and is a decision made at FC

Resolved: To revisit the minutes at the next FG&P meeting.
22.13. Planning Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the 6th January 2022 and the 13th January 2022.
Vote to accept the minutes of the 6th January and the 13th January 2022 
For: 11

Against: 0 
 Abstain: 0
Resolved: To accept the minutes of 6th January 2022 and the 13th January 2022.
22.14 Motions from Cllr M Heaslip
The Council considered the following motions from Cllr M Heaslip…

1.  "Council regrets that the four newly elected councillors elected at  the by-elections in May were incorrectly and unlawfully told that  they could not attend the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council on 11 May.  Council further regrets that those four councillors were rendered unable to make their Declarations of Acceptance of Office by the deadline required by Section 83(4) of Local Government Act 1972 and  are therefore unable to function as Councillors, with the result that  the Council has been operating in continuing illegality since 11 May 2021.

Council therefore resolves:

 a) to make a formal apology to the four newly elected councillors;

 b) more importantly, to make a formal public apology to the electors

of the three wards in question whose rights of democratic

representation have been compromised;

c) to seek urgent legal advice as to whether the Council can be

restored to legality, and if it can be, how can that be achieved. "

Cllr B Cannon moved an amendment to the end of clause c
'and to allocate a current year budget estimate of £5000 to F & GP for legal and professional services to be taken from the General Reserve, in case it is needed to give effect to this."

Cllr A Mc Guckin seconded the amendment. 

Cllr M Heaslip accepted the amendment

Cllr B Cannon proposed a new clause d) to make a formal apology to CALC for misrepresenting Calc's involvement in the matter.
Vote to accept the motion with new clause (d).

For: 11

Against: 10

Abstain: 1

Motion carried.

Cllr H Harrington commented that it was now time to draw a line under this debacle, for the Council to pull together and to work together.

Resolution: To make a formal apology to the four newly elected councillors;

Resolution: To make a formal public apology to the electors of the three wards in question whose rights of democratic representation have been compromised;

Resolution: To seek urgent legal advice as to whether the Council can be restored to legality, and if it can be, how can that be achieved.
Resolution: To allocate a current year budget estimate of £5000 to F & GP for legal and professional services to be taken from the General Reserve.

Resolution:  To make a formal apology to CALC for misrepresenting Calc's involvement in the matter.
2. Designation of officer to act as Proper Officer if required.

“Council appoints the Culture & Events Team Leader, or in default thereof the Estates Team Leader, to act as Proper Officer in, and only in, the following circumstances:

a) in accordance with Standing Order 15a), where there is no Proper Officer or the Proper Officer is prevented from acting for whatever reason, for the purposes of signing a meeting summons only,
b) where required by Standing Order 14b).
Cllr W Wilkinson stated his concern that this was not in the contract of either the Events TL or Estates TL.
Cllr M Heaslip commented that it was for a delegated officer to told ‘just sign that’.

Cllr B Cannon stated that Chris Bagshaw did this with the former Event Team Leader.

Cllr B Dixon and Cllr D Rollo both commented that this should be agreed.
Cllr W Wilkinson asked if either of the staff members had been approached for their opinion?
Vote for Clerk to approach both members of staff to act as Proper officer as in points a) and b) above.

For: 19

Against: 2

Abstain: 0

Resolution: The Clerk to approach two WTC team leaders regarding acting as Proper Officer when required.
3. Dissolution and reconstitution of Committees

Council resolves that:

a) all Committees of the Council are dissolved

b) new Committees are now constituted, for Finance & General Purposes, Culture, Environment, and Planning, each to have eleven voting members, having regard so far as is reasonably possible to the principle of proportionality amongst political groups where members form such groups.

Cllr P Poole asked were this left her as she is an independent – not aligned with any group.
Cllr M Heaslip stated that his motion was for 5 Labour councillors, 1 Conservative councillor and 5 Independent councillors of any type.
Cllr W Wilkinson asked Cllr M Heaslip was he now agreeing to the council being politicised and as Cllr J Kirkbride was not here where did she stand?

Cllr B Cannon stated that Cllr J Kirkbride was not a Labour councillor therefore they could not comment on her actions. 
Short discussion ensued regarding the AGM of 2021.
Vote to accept motion 3a

For:16

Against: 3

Abstain: 1

Resolution: To disband WTC sub-committees 

BREAK – 15mins 

New Committees

FG&P

Labour Cllrs B Cannon, Cllr D Farrer, Cllr M Heaslip, Cllr N Schofield, Cllr B Miskelly

Independent Cllrs P Poole, Cllr P Scott, Cllr S Stoddart, Cllr C Armstrong, Cllr L Williams

Conservative Cllr J Kirkbride

Vote to accept the above committee members

For: 22

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Culture

Labour Cllrs A McGuckin, Cllr E Wood, Cllr B Cannon, Cllr S Fryer, Cllr B Dixon
Independent Cllrs P Poole, Cllr C Armstrong, Cllr H Harrington, Cllr Ryan Briggs, Cllr L Williams

Conservative Cllr J Kirkbride

Vote to accept the above committee members

For: 22

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Environment
Labour Cllrs D Farrer, Cllr B Dixon, Cllr M Heaslip, Cllr E Wood, Cllr S Melton
Independent Cllrs P Poole, Cllr P Scott, Cllr H Harrington, Cllr C Armstrong, Cllr L Williams

Conservative Cllr J Kirkbride

Vote to accept the above committee members

For: 22

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Planning 
Labour Cllrs S Melton, Cllr D Farrer, Cllr B Dixon, Cllr N Schofield, Cllr B Miskelly

Independent Cllrs P Poole, Cllr G Glaister, Cllr S Stoddart, Cllr R Briggs, Cllr B Sansom 
Conservative Cllr J Kirkbride

Vote to accept the above committee members

For: 22

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Chairs for each committee were chosen from a nominated councillor from each of the Labour and Independent groups, it was decided that one councillor would be the chair and one would act as vice-chair.

FG&P

Nominations for Cllr P Scott and for Cllr B Cannon

Vote for Cllr P Scott 

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Vote for Cllr B Cannon 

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Motion for Cllr P Scott carried with Chairs vote.

Chair Cllr P Scott

Vice-chair Cllr B Cannon

Culture
Nominations for Cllr C Armstrong and for Cllr A MCGuckin

Vote for Cllr C Armstrong 

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Vote for Cllr A McGuckin 

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Motion for Cllr C Armstrong carried with Chairs vote.

Chair Cllr C Armstrong

Vice-chair Cllr A McGuckin

Environment
Vote for Cllr H Harrington 

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Vote for Cllr D Rollo 

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Motion for Cllr H Harrington carried with Chairs vote.

Chair Cllr H Harrington

Vice-chair Cllr Denice Rollo
Planning
Vote for Cllr B Sansom
For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Vote for Cllr B Miskelly 

For: 11

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Motion for Cllr B Sansom carried with Chairs vote.

Chair Cllr B Sansom

Vice-chair Cllr B Miskelly

Resolution: To accept the above committee members.
At this point the press and public were asked to leave.

The meeting ended at 10.02pm.
