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Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting of Workington Town Council, held on Thursday 13th November 2025 at 6.30pm in the Workington Town Council Offices, Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS.

	Cllr Michael Heaslip (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Bernadette Jones (Vice Chair)
	Present

	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Present
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Billy Miskelly
	Absent*

	Cllr Sue Martin
	Absent*
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present



Also in attendance: Chief Officer/RFO. The Mayor and Cllr Hilary Harrington.
Substitutes: Cllr Allan Hodgson for Cllr Susan Martin. 

E25.50 Absences
Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllr Susan Martin and Cllr Billy Miskelly. 

E25.51 Declarations of Interest: None.

E25.52 Exclusion of Press and Public: 
Resolved: To exclude press and public from part two of the agenda. 

E25.53 Public Participation: None.

E25.54 Minutes of the previous meeting
Resolved: Committee approved the minutes from 25th September 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

E25.55 Public Questions: None. 
E25.56 Questions and Statements from Members: None.
E25.57 Motions on Notice: None.

E25.58 Budget 2025-2026 
Committee noted the budget monitoring report for information.

Cllr Mike Rollo arrived at 6.37pm.

E25.59 Budget 2026-2027
a) Budget 2026-2027
Committee discussed the proposed budget for 2026-2027.
Questions were asked with regards to potential acquisitions within the town. The Chair advised that meetings have been held with relevant parties and further discussions are required before a report can be brought back to committee. 
Committee agreed that the one-off proposed budget for play areas should be moved to the base budget to ensure the Council has budget for new play areas and to maintain and enhance existing equipment. 
It was requested that a fly tipping cost was included in the breakdown of the estate management budget line. 
Committee agreed to increase the Workington Nature Partnership budget by £20K, but further information is required at a future committee meeting to establish arrangements for WNP work. The team don’t just concentrate on Workington anymore and committee would like to know what the work schedule priorities are and if other parish councils contribute to WNP costs. 

Resolved: Move one off £35k from one off costs to reoccurring costs in play areas 26/27. 
Resolved: Include estimated cost of fly tipping removal into the estate management budget line. 
Resolved: Increase budget line for WNP by £20K.
Resolved: Provide committee with more information relating to the work and contribution of costs to WNP. 
Resolved: To propose the budget 2026-2027 to the F & GP committee, once the required changes have been made. 

b) Ear Marked Reserves
Committee discussed earmarked reserves and agreed to look at this towards the end of March 2026 with a view to earmarked budget for the future of play areas. 

E25.60 Streetscene
Committee discussed bus shelters in the town. The Chair advised that bus shelters are a statutory function of parish councils and should have been returned to WTC when it was re-established in 1982. 
Bus shelter (with shield) on Washington Street to be added to the list. 

Resolved: Officers to investigate a bus shelter on Mitchell Avenue, Northside. 
Resolved: Officers to enter a discussion with Cumberland Council with regards to bus shelters in the town. 

The Chair advised that in previous meetings committee had approved the purchase of a defib at Barepot and a £500 contribution from residents was available. 
After investigation, the £500 is not available and it appears this has been down to miscommunication. Therefore, committee has paid the total amount for the defib.  

Cllr Harrington asked if she could ask a question on Streetscene. The Chair advised that questions need to be provided in advance of the meeting to the Chief Officer. 

E25.61 Estate Management 
Committee discussed a request from the estates team for a petrol waterer. Committee agreed that the piece of equipment was required but would prefer an electric pump and for it to be filled using IBCs where possible. 

Resolved: Officers to bring a comparison report to the next committee meeting for electric versus petrol waterers. 

Cllr Harrington left the meeting at 7.31pm. 


E25.62 Estate Development
a) Green hub – moved to agenda item 16, part two, confidential. 

b) Tennis courts 
Committee discussed investigating the possibility of adding flood lights to one court. The canopy option was too expensive to consider now.

Resolved: Officers to investigate the implications of adding flood lights to one tennis court, considering planning requirements and usage evidence. 

E25.63 Workington Nature Partnership
Committee noted the report for information.
The Chair advised a meeting between WTC and CC planners is still being requested to discuss the silt issue. 
Committee noted that the annual review meeting for WNP arrangements and work plan was overdue and would consider the points made in relation to WNP by members in considering the budget. 

The meeting ended at 7:51pm.
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