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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 30th July 2025 at 6pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Absent
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present
	Cllr Billy Miskelly 
	Present 

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Absent*
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Absent* 

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Present 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Absent* 

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Absent*

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent*

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Absent*
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Absent*

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present  

	Cllr Susan Martin
	Absent*
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 

	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent*
	
	


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO, Mayor’s Chaplain, Inspector Steve Waddell Cumbria Police, and one member of the public.
The Mayor’s Chaplain led Council in a prayer before the meeting commenced. Father Philip then left the meeting. 

25.16

 Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllrs Williams, Melton, Denise Rollo, Dixon, Tennyson, Martin and Jones. 

Notification for Cllrs Neil and Kate Schofield’s absence were sent prior to the meeting but picked up after the meeting had taken place.      
Cllr Miskelly asked why they were noted as absences and not apologies. The Mayor advised it was because the Cllrs were absent and only apologies were needed if they had not attended a meeting for six months for Council approval. Cllr Miskelly disagreed and advised he would be taking the issue further. 

25.17

Declarations of Interest: None  
25.18
 
Exclusion of Press and Public: None.
25.19

Public Representation: 
The Mayor invited Cumbria Police to present. Inspector Waddell introduced himself and gave Council an update on the work and operations the police are carrying out in the town. They are making themselves more visible on the streets and encouraging residents to attend the police desks around the town and asked Council to assist. Council asked for details of where these were so they could pass it onto the community. 

They are also looking at alternate ways to engage with the community who are not online. 
Cllr Cannon advised she has contacted Sergeant Edwards with regards to an issue in St Michael’s ward which resulted in Officers conducting a Streetsafe patrol. It was pleasing to see a proactive response. 
The Inspector urged Council to encourage residents to keep reporting issues. Even if it seems nothing is being done, it is in the background, and the more reports the better. 

Cllr Miskelly advised that between the hours of 5am and 6.30am on Solway Road there is a lot of speeding which is dangerous and will result in an accident. The Inspector advised he would investigate this. 

The Council thanked the Inspector for his time and update. 

Inspector Waddell left the meeting. 

25.20

Minutes from previous meeting

Resolved: Council approved the minutes from the meeting on 25th June 2025 and affirmed them a true record. 

Cllr Miskelly advised that the Chair of the Environment committee had only responded to one of the three questions asked at the last meeting and asked when he would receive a response to the remaining questions. 

The Mayor advised that this would be investigated. 

25.21

Public Questions: None 
25.22

Questions and Statements from members: None
25.23

Motions on Notice: 
Motion from Cllr Miskelly:

Due to climate change our allotment tenants are struggling it is our duty to help our allotment tenants.

To help the tenants we need to know if any changes proposed will do exactly that help them and not hinder them.

To facilitate this, I present this Notice of Motion.

Workington Town Council shall hold consultative meetings with the allotment tenants of the Workington Town Council allotment site concerned before implementing any changes to policy; services or contractual agreements to that particular site.

If after the aforementioned consultative meeting between the Workington Town Council and the allotment tenants of a particular allotment site the decision of the tenants decided by a vote will decide if the policy, services or contractual change would progress or fail.

The aforementioned meeting of the tenants and the Workington Town Council date, time and venue will be decided by the Workington Town Council.

The tenants may if they wish chose a representative to speak, negotiate and vote with their authority.

The motion was seconded by Cllr Paul Larkin. 

A recorded vote had been requested when the motion was submitted. 

	 
	 
	 
	FOR
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr
	Mary
	Bainbridge
	Not present

	Cllr
	Barbara
	Cannon
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Beth
	Dixon
	Not present

	Cllr
	David
	Farrar
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Sue
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Mark
	Fryer
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Hilary
	Harrington
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Michael
	Heaslip
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Allan
	Hodgson
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Bernadette
	Jones
	Not present

	Cllr
	Paul
	Larkin
	1
	
	

	Cllr
	Susan
	Martin
	Not present

	Cllr
	Sean
	Melton
	Not present

	Cllr
	John
	Mills
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Billy
	Miskelly
	
	
	1

	Cllr
	Patricia
	Poole
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Denise
	Rollo
	Not present

	Cllr
	Mike
	Rollo
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Neil
	Schofield
	Not present

	Cllr
	Kate
	Schofield
	Not present

	Cllr
	Stephen
	Stoddart
	
	
	1

	Cllr
	David
	Tennyson
	Not present

	Cllr
	Lynda
	Williams
	Not present

	Cllr
	Ellie
	Wood
	
	1
	

	Cllr
	Joan
	Wright
	
	1
	

	TOTALS
	2
	11
	2


Cllr Miskelly advised he was abstaining because he is an allotment holder.

Cllr Miskelly did not leave the room during the vote. 
The motion was not passed. 

25.24

Reports from Outside Bodies

a) Cumbria Police gave their report earlier in the meeting.

b) Cllr Heaslip gave Council an update on the Coastal Communities meeting he had attended in May. The meeting mainly covered flood risk coastal erosion and drowning prevention week.

c) Cllr Heaslip gave Council an update on the Town Deal Board projects underway in Workington.

Cllr Miskelly requested that future reports were written reports and submitted to Council prior to the meeting. The Mayor advised that the minutes from these meetings would be sent to Council to read. 

25.25

Mayoral Engagements
Council noted the report for information. 

25.26

Budget 2025-2026

a) Resolved: Council approved the bank reconciliation and statement of accounts for June 2025. 

b) Council noted the budget summary, reserves and income reports YTD. 

25.27

Committee Minutes
a) Council noted the minutes from the Culture & Social Investment committee meeting held on Tuesday 8th July 2025.

b) Council noted the minutes from the Environment committee meeting held on Thursday 10th July 2025.

c) Council noted the minutes from the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 21st July 2025. 

25.28

Committee recommendations

a) Resolved: Council approved costs of £29,589 from the Environment committee’s play area budget line for replacement flooring and equipment on a number of the Council’s play areas. 
b) Resolved: Council approved a cost of £11,700 from the Finance and General Purposes committee’s asset management budget line for secure storage for valuable Council assets. 
25.29

Policies
a) Resolved: Council approved and agreed to adopt the new Defibrillator Policy.

b) Resolved: Council approved and agreed to adopt the new Local Officers of Dignity and Community Awards Policy. 

c) Resolved: Council approved and agreed to adopt the amended Allotments Policy.  
Meeting ended at 6.35pm. 
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